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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Statement of Problem,—Housing in New Orleans has been, for a number 
of years, a social problem. In the 1930’s there was a gradual civic aware¬ 
ness which developed over the intensification and expansion of the increase 
in the city's slum areas. In 1936 the city health department reported that 
approximately 25,000 dwellings were unfit for human habitation. Previously, 
civic and social minded groups had been oalling to the attention of city 
and state authorities, the urgent need for improvement of housing and the 
initiation of clearance projects. This situation along with other factors 
resulted in the Louisiana Housing Act, and in 1939, with the aid of Federal 
subsidy, the development of low cost housing projeots was started in the city. 
The construction of new housing, however, is not the only factor to be 
taken into consideration when social mobility of people is involved. In 
addition, patterns of living are equally as important as the physical aspect 
of housing. Since human society is basically a set of social relations, and, 
since there is a continuous interaction between persons in a society, it be¬ 
comes mandatory to try and understand something about the relationship between 
these persons and adequate shelter. 
To know what is adequate housing involves also knowing what is a "good” 
community. This implies that in the analyses of communities a basic pre¬ 
requisite is an understanding of the wishes and expectations of people and 
the possibilities of realizing them through the available social and economic 
organization. Furthermore, while studying the relationship of housing to 
the community, the question of values or attitudes and social mobility cannot 
be left out of consideration. To get an understanding of the sociological 
1 
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nature of these factors, a knowledge of the community life is necessary. 
Louis Wirth^ suggests* 
The involvement of housing with community life is clearly 
a subject of long standing sociological interest. This connection 
between housing and community life arises out of the fact that 
at least in the urban community the house does not stand by itself 
but is part of a neighborhood, a local community and the metropolis. 
No individual house can be completely insulated against influences 
of neighbors or the trends prevailing in the community. 
Purpose of Study.-.-Because there is a need for more information rela¬ 
tive to the value of housing in the social environment much research is 
needed. Housing is a form of social activity. As such, sociology has 
something to learn from it and it constitutes a convenient subject for 
sociological inquiry. Thus, to the field of sociology a study in housing 
is important. Moreover, "sociology also presumably has some knowledge to 
2 
bring to housing problems." 
It was the purpose of this study to investigate some phases of the 
socio-economic status of 60 families residing in the Lafitte Housing Pro¬ 
ject, New Orleans, La., for the purpose of discovering their social mo¬ 
bility during their tenure of residence; and to take a social inventory 
of the interaction of these fhmilies as revealed through changes in their 
community participation. It was a further purpose to seek the relation¬ 
ship, if any, between low cost public housing and changes in individual 
g 
and familial status. In this connection, Mrth suggests that* 
The degree to which people—individuals and families—find 
opportunities for participation in formal and informal organiza¬ 
tions operating in the community is perhaps as good a test as any 
for the adequacy of housing. 
^Louis Mrth, "Housing as a Field of Sociological Research," 
American Sociological Review, XII (April, 1947), p. 140. 
^Ibid., p. 137. 
3Ibid., p. 140. 
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Therefore, this study may add some knowledge to an understanding of the 
nature of social mobility in a modern urban community. Furthermore, "the 
study of families has its purpose and is of invaluable importance in under¬ 
standing human society.In this project the researcher studied the his¬ 
tories of 60 families over a period of ten years, from 1937 to 1947, for the 
purpose of making certain comparisons between their socio-economic status 
and housing conditions in order to ascertain the degree of social mobility. 
Soope of Study.—This study was limited to families in the Lafitte 
Housing Project in Hew Orleans, Louisiana, an area bounded on the East by 
North Claiborne Avenue, on the North by Lafitte Avenue, on the South by 
Orleans Avenue, and on the West by North Rocheblave Street. 
Significance.—This study has significance because it was an attempt 
to study housing as a social value. Among such values, the vertical mo¬ 
bility of the population is important because through this concept the 
sociologist can arrive at an understanding of the upward and downward 
social and economic movement of the units studied. The individual in an 
urban community is constantly changing positions in relationship to other 
individuals, that is, occupationally, socially and economically. These 
changes are taking place gradually or rapidly. It has been indicated 
that, although there is some information about social mobility terri¬ 
torially or horizontally, there is an inadequate amount of information 
about vertical mobility in an urban population. 
On the other hand, in order to understand the social mobility among 
these families it was further necessary to study their community organiza¬ 
tion and community participation. In order to understand the wide 
^E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in Chicago (Chicago, 1932), 
(See author’s preface). 
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differences "between types of community organization, which often "bring 
about special problems such as common misunderstanding between its members, 
it is important that there be some knowledge of the sooial forces function¬ 
ing in the community among those participating in the life of that community. 
To comprehend these social elements, some understanding of community organiza¬ 
tion and community participation is necessary. ’'Community in the general 
sense possesses a varied social organization, which must be understood if 
one is going to cope with local community problems. 
Methodology. —The method of procedure used in this study was care¬ 
fully planned. Questionnaires and schedules were utilized. The question¬ 
naire and schedule, though not always as accurate as may be desired, were 
some of the most useful and convenient tools for the investigator. Un¬ 
controlled observation was difficult because the sense organs sure easily 
deceived, and it is seldom that the investigator sees the whole of any 
event that occurs. Furthermore, since it is difficult to keep fact and 
inference apart; the investigator may be inclined to inject personal feel¬ 
ings and emotions into what is observed. Due to these psychological inade¬ 
quacies, it was necessary that some instrument be used in the collection of 
data. 
The schedules were arranged to obtain information over a period of 
ten years about occupations, monthly income, rents, unemployment, associa- 
tional affiliations in organizations exclusive of those sponsored by the 
housing project, and religions status. Eaoh resident interviewed was asked 
additional questions pertaining to his economic and social situation. 
Residents were also asked if they felt that they had benefited economically 
^Emory S. Bogardus, Social Research (Los Angeles, 1926), p. 220. 
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since they had taken residence in the housing project. Another consis¬ 
tently posed question wass "What do you think of your present community 
life?" Each person interviewed was requested to make a brief comparison 
between the community he now lives in and the one previously inhabited. 
It must be indicated here that it was only through the interview method 
that such data could be obtained. These data were subjective and served 
the purpose of giving some light and understanding about the inner ex¬ 
periences of the individual. Young-*- states» 
The personal interview is penetrating; it goes to the living 
source. Through it the student of social life and problems Is 
able to go behind mere outward behavior and phenomena. He can 
secure accounts, of events and processes as they are reflected in 
personal experiences, in social attitudes. 
Further suggestions from Young** on social research were of inestimable 
value in the construction of the questionnaire. The questions were specific 
and clearly stated, short, and as few in number as was consistent with a 
thorough understanding of the subject. The questionnaire contained items 
regarding sex, number of years spent in school, approximate ages, number 
of children in school, and the number of organizations sponsored by the 
housing project, in which each member of the family participated. (See 
Appendix) 
The sixty families selected for this study were chosen at random 
from the files of the Manager of the Lafitte Housing Project. The "tenant 
oases" were filed according to rental brackets and the year of occupancy. 
This facilitated the random selection of 60 oases by rental brackets and 
the year of first occupancy. There were eight hundred and ninety-three 
^"Pauline V. Young, Scientific Social Surveys and Research (New 
York, 1946), p. 175. 
2Ibid., p. 169. 
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families on file. The families were selected and classified into two groups. 
Thirty of the sixty families were selected from those families who moved into 
the Lafitte Housing Project in 1941 and thirty were selected from those fami¬ 
lies who moved into the housing project in 1944. The entire population of 
these sixty families was 260 persons, 115 male and 145 female. 
Families were further selected on the basis of rentals paid. Selecting 
the families in this manner provided a fair representation of the economic 
groupings since the family's rent is based upon its income. Therefore, the 
two groups of families were farther subdivided into four groups. Two con¬ 
sisting of families who paid monthly rentals ranging from $8.25 to $13.99, 
and two groups paying from $14.00 to $22.00 per month. Both groups of 
families who moved into the project in 1941 and 1944 were divided into these 
lower and higher rental brackets. Selecting the families in this manner 
was designed to secure a representative and adequate sample o'f the families 
residing in the housing project. 
The investigator was aware of the fact that some of the residents of 
the Lafitte Housing Project had, prior to its development, lived in other 
areas of the city. The area of the city in which the Lafitte Housing Project 
was constructed previously was inhabited by people who call themselves Cre¬ 
oles.^- These people have a different cultural and religious background from 
^•The Creoles are those persons who claim that they are deoendents of 
the early French, Spanish, and Negro settlers of New Orleans and Southwest 
Louisiana. Although the use of the English language is quite prevalent a- 
mong them, a language called "Creole" is commonly spoken. This "Creole” 
language is a "degenerate" French. It also oontains many Spanish terms and 
other words which are foreign to both French and Spanish. The religion of 
these people is Catholic and much of their social activity is centered around 
the Catholic church. These people tend to isolate themselves from the- larg¬ 
er community and live in little "ghettos." It is not possible to type the 
Creole racially because the members of this group range from the characteris¬ 
tics of the Senegalese to the blonde, blue-eyed Nordic. However, from a 
cultural, religious, and philological standpoint, these people can be con¬ 
sidered culturally as a unified homogenous group. 
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persons living in some of the other areas of the city. Therefore, in order 
to see whether any changes in community participation had taken place, a 
number of residents were selected who had not inhabited the neighborhood 
prior to the development of the housing project. Thirty-four of these fami¬ 
lies had previously lived in this area and twenty-six came from other areas 
1 
of the city. 
All documents and records of the administration of the project were 
made available. In addition to this, interviews were arranged with the Mana¬ 
ger, the Assistant Tenants-Relation Adviser, and other civic minded persons 
who had lived in the community for a considerable portion of their lives and 
who consequently were familiar with some phases of its historical and social 
development. 
The information obtained was tabulated and classified with the intention 
of making a comparative analysis of the data. 
De finitions.—In the procedure of this study the term "family" will 
have the connotation used by the Housing Authority, that is, all persons 
ocoupying a single dwelling unit. This may consist of a mother, father, 
and one or more relatives with one person as "case head" or family head. 
The term "Group I" refers to those families who moved into the housing 
project in 1941, and "Group II" refers to those thirty families who moved 
into the project in 1944. 
* 
"Low cost" may be interpreted as it has been defined in other studies. 
^This procedure was facilitated by use of the management's records. 
The information was obtained from the tenants' file (Form #2772). The in¬ 
vestigator was informed by Mrs. Georgia K. Allen, Assistant Tenants-Rela¬ 
tion Adviser that it had been the policy of the Housing Authority to select 
people, in part, on the basis of their claim to former site oooupancy. How¬ 
ever, many of the residents had not been former site occupants. 
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Thus:1 
It is an indefinite term, and after all is relative— 
hut it can be said that what we are dealing with here is 
a matter of providing for the lowest income groups and not 
the well-to-do, but the poorer people who are not now pro¬ 
perly provided for. 
Description of Project.—The area in which the Lafitte Housing Pro¬ 
ject has been developed was, prior to this time, an unimproved section of 
the city. There was no paving on sidewalks nor streets. The drainage was 
antiquated, being effected through a system of ditches dug about two feet 
deep and two feet wide along each side of the street. At times water would 
remain for many days in these ditches, thus endangering the health of the 
population. 
According to a survey made prior to the construction of the Lafitte 
Housing Project, there was a large number of dwellings declared unfit and 
2 
unsafe for human habitation. 
An important aspect of social organization in New Orleans is the 
Parish community through which the Catholic church develops its religious 
and social programs. The site of this project is located in the Catholic 
Parish of Saint Peter Claver. In 1938, the Parish Priest stated that there 
were about 6,500 members in this Parish. In 1947, the Parish Rector in¬ 
formed the researcher that this membership had increased to 7,985.® 
According to information gathered, through interviews with older 
residents and civic leaders, there were few clubs and organizations for 
participation by the inhabitants of the community which is the present site 
^•Conference on Low Cost Housing (Atlanta, Georgia, 1935), p. 7. 
^"Report of the Housing Authority of New Orleans'* (September 30, 
1941), p. 4. 
*y 
^Interview with Fr. Charles J. Tobin (Rector, Saint Peter Claver 
Church, New Orleans, Louisiana December 22, 1947). 
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of the Lafitte Housing Project. 
The development of low cost public housing in this community has im¬ 
proved the physical site. The Lafitte Housing Project consists of seventy- 
seven three story brick dwelling units. In each unit there are from nine 
to twelve apartments. These apartments consist of one, two, and three bed¬ 
room units. The apartment is famished with a gas stove, frigidaire, heat¬ 
ing facilities, utility cabinet, and a number of closets. There are from 
six to eight windows furnishing excellent cross ventilation and consequently 
makes for healthy living conditions. The grounds are well kept. All streets 
are paved, and old ditches have disappeared. All tenants are assigned to 
apartments on the basis of the size of their family. Hot more than two per¬ 
sons are permitted to occupy one room. 
There are 896 dwelling units in the housing development; 893 of them 
are occupied by low income families. Three of the units are used for pur¬ 
poses of the management. The population of the community in 1947, was 4,465. 
Related Studies.—It was pointed out earlier in this study that the 
investigator was interested in the social mobility of low income families 
* in a low cost public housing community. With this point of view, a number 
of studies were examined which treated the factors that were used in the 
present study. Several of these studies might be considered pertinent or 
related to this one, some of which should be given special attention at 
this point. 
The first of the studies to be considered was an investigation^- made 
by a student of the Hewcomb-Tulane University. The investigator, in order 
Ï 
Dorothy Coyle, "Hew Orleans Housing Projects As Seen by Their Ten¬ 
ants.” (Unpublished Master's Thesis, School of Social Work, Tulane Univer¬ 
sity, 1945). 
10 
to make a comparative analysis of the attitudes of the white and the 
Negro residents toward the projects, selected for studies 40 residents 
from a white project and 40 from a Negro project* Questionnaires, sche¬ 
dules, and personal interviews were the techniques applied to obtain the 
desired data. This study was made to determine what the occupants* attitudes 
were toward their community. Observations were made pertaining to group 
activities, description, and background of the neighborhood. Extensive use 
was made of the case study method. Attitudes as a whole were found to be 
very favorable toward the community life and the housing projects. 
The Lynd’s study of "Middletown"'*' was highly suggestive and somewhat 
pertinent in the procedure of the present study. Middletown is the report 
of a study of the social forces and characteristics of society in a modern 
American urban community. Some of the social factors with which they were 
concerned were: (l) how do people make a living, and what are the patterns 
of employment distribution and the division of labor; (2) the nature of 
housing; (3) education and the number of children in school; (4) recreation 
and community participation; and (5) the religious practices of "Middle- 
town." 
The Lynds selected, as near as possible, a community which would be 
a representative sample of American urban communities. Use was made of 
record sheets, schedules, questionnaires, tables, maps, oase histories, 
o 
interviewing and the reading of old records. 
This study is not a complete structural diagram of "Middletown" but 
it does indicate the outstanding characteristics of the culture, the chief 




points of divergence within the city, and the principal regions of movement. 
Frazier’s study of, The Kegro Family in Chicago^ was also suggestive 
and helpful in the development of the present study in that it was an attempt 
to understand the ecological processes and social mobility among families 
in a modern metropolis. In his analysis, Frazier was seeking information 
centered around social organization and disorganization in a particular 
racial group. 
Frazier's study, on a whole, represents a departure from the usual 
2 
approach in studying the Negro. 
It seems advisable to add a note concerning its point of 
■view and the methods which were employed in the procedure of 
investigation. A number of studies of Negro life have taken 
the Negro group as an undifferentiated mass and compared it in 
respect to crime, poverty, delinquency, family disorganization, 
etc., with the white group. This has given occasions for de¬ 
fensive statements on the part of Negro leaders and offered a 
sort of confirmation of the views of some white critics that 
the Negro lacked the moral qualities required for survival in 
Vnestern civilization. 
The assumption set forth by Rrazier was that the career of the Negro 
in America has not only brought about considerable social disorganization, 
but has created wide differences in cultural development which are ob¬ 
scured by treating Negroes as a homogeneous group. Therefore, the pro¬ 
cedure deemed necessary is that of breaking up the Negro population into 
small units so that these social and cultural differences might become 
distinguishable. The approach used in Frazier’s study involved chiefly 
three factors* the ecological, the socio-psyohological, and the study of 
social organization and social control. 
The life history method was used to obtain the principal part of the 
^E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in Chicago (Chicago, 1932) 
^Ibid., pp. 3-7. 
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data for Frazier's study. The data were collected through the aid of such 
organizations as the Chicago Urban League, Court of Domestio Relations, 
and through house to house investigations. Frazier experienced some diffi¬ 
culty in obtaining personal documentary materials from the "educated classes." 
However, on the whole, many such persons responded generously in the giving 
of information and in many cases offered intelligent and valuable co-opera¬ 
tion.^- 
Some of the sociological phenomena taken into consideration for study 
were: the migrant, the Negro community in Chicago, character of family life 
and structure in seven ecological zones, illegitimacy, and juvenile delin¬ 
quency. Aside from the ecological nature of this study, that is, the ver¬ 
tical and horizontal mobility and social adjustment of the population, it 
has at the same time a demographic character. The author gives some in¬ 
sight on the quality and quantity of the population studied. 
p 
In another study,c Frazier gives some valuable information regarding 
the Negro's life in modern urban society. He points out in this work what 
happens to the Negro family when it contacts the culture of urban areas. 
The mobility of the fhmily becomes intensified. It is in this oultural 
setting that the Negro moves up into the higher types of labor and employ¬ 
ment, business, and education. Consequently, there is no way in which 
to make generalizations about the urbanized Negro on the same basis that 
generalizations would be made about the rural Negro. 
Some of the criteria used in the present study to observe sooial 
1Ibid., p. 258. 
2 
E. Franklin Frazier, "The Impact of Urban Civilization Upon the 
Negro Family Life," American Sociological Review,II (October, 1937, pp, 
609-18). 
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mobility were also used by Warner and Lunt in the Yankee City Studies.^ 
They arbitrarily set up such criteria as occupations, education, ethnicity, 
house type, area lived in, associational and religious affiliation, as de¬ 
terminants of the status characteristics and mobility in a community. 
In a study of rituals and stratification among Negroes in Chicago 
2 
churches, Daniel revealed that: 
The upper middle class is characterized by conservatism, 
conformity, thrift, industry, and ambition. The upper middle 
class is deeply interested in civic affairs, particularly those 
which affect his racial class. His participation is noted for 
its sincerity and dependability and he does much work for which 
upper class leaders receive credit. In this class are placed 
the less successfUl professional and business men and women, 
minor executives, government employees, the more advanced cleri¬ 
cal worker, and important politicians who do not qualify for 
higher status. 
The upper middle class...frequents the Congregational, 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, and some of the Methodist and Baptist 
churches because of their prestige, while persons with little 
money are more oomfortable in the smaller Baptist and Methodist 
churches. 
It is further indicated in Daniel's study that the upper classes 
generally belong or identify themselves with churches that are distinguished 
by their rituals and painted windows, candles and Saints. 
•Z 
Robert Lasch, in his book Breaking the Building Blockage, points out 
the importance of the individual in society as a unit of its structure. It 
is further shown how necessary is the job and adequate housing to the indi¬ 
vidual. This study was done through a survey of tenant relationships in the 
community and was an attempt to take an inventory of the effect of low cost 
housing on families. 
^Lloyd Warner and Paul S. Lunt, The Social Life of a Modern Community 
(New Haven, 1946), pp. 346-50. 
^Vattel E. Daniel, "Ritual and Stratification in Chicago Negro Chur¬ 
ches," American Sociological Review, VII (June, 1942), pp. 359-60. 
^Robert Lasch, Breaking the Building Blockade (Chicago, 1946), p.267. 
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Aokiss^- in a study of religious inclinations among Negroes found 
that they are not naturally inclined toward religion, but that church affi¬ 
liation does have significance for community integration, and for improv¬ 
ing one's sooial or community status» The following are sample replies 
extracted from the questionnaires:2 
If a person has religion he is more obedient to the laws 
of the community» 
People who have religion will be better oitisens than 
those who do not» 
An experimental study^ was made from 1939 to 1940 on a group of low 
inoome families residing in Sumner Field Homes of Minneapolis, a publia 
housing project» This group was compared with a group of similar families 
residing in the slum as a control group. The two groups were matohed on 
ten factors by equating frequency distributions. These matching factors 
were: race or oulture class of husband, race or culture class of wife, 
employment of husband, employment of wife, number of persons in the family, 
inoome of family, age of wife, and years of formal education of wife and 
husband. The ratings finally arrived at were indicative of improvement in 
status of families in the public housing project. 
The occupations were classified on -the basis of the nature of shills 
involved, that is, unskilled, semiskilled, skilled, clerical and profes¬ 
sional workers. It was assumed that in this manner it would be easier to 
follow the general mobile occupational trends followed during a period of 
^Thelma D. Ackiss, "Changing Patterns of Religious Thought Among 
Negroes," Sooial Forces, XXIII (December, 1944), pp. 212-15. 
2Ibid., p. 213. 
2 
"An Experiment on the Sooial Effects of Good Housing," American 
Sociological Review, V (December, 1940), pp. 868-79. 
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ten years. An artiole by Alba M. Edwards was highly suggestive in the 
classification of occupational groups. 
In showing occupational distribution horizontally and vertically, 
Edwards'^ classification of occupations and adaptations thereof represents 
one of the most complete classifications that can be used. 
Unskilled workers engaged in occupations, are those who 
have no requirements for special training judgement, or manual 
dexterity, but supply mainly muscular strength for the per¬ 
formance of course work. 
Those persons considered in semiskilled occupations are 
those who have received training for short periods of time or 
which no period of preliminary training is necessary, and which 
in their pursuance call for only a moderate degree of judgement 
or manual dexterity. 
Those occupations are considered skilled for which the 
pursuance requires a long period of training or an apprentice¬ 
ship is usually necessary, and which in their pursuance oall 
for a degree of judgement and of manual dexterity. 
Persons employed in professional or clerical pursuits are 
characterized chiefly by the exercise of mental poise or in¬ 
genuity and can be referred to as "white collar" workers. 
Skilled workers,^ foremen, semiskilled workers, and unskilled workers, 
may be considered as hand workers. 
The studies which have been discussed in the preceding pages were 
made in an attempt to get an understanding of family life as it is affeo- 
ted by community organization, the ecologioal processes, and social mo¬ 
bility. Since the purpose of this study was to obtain an understanding of 
the social mobility of low income groups in a low cost publio housing com¬ 
munity, it was designed to secure an understanding of what happens to 
people and what are oome of the consequent effects on the community life, 
participation, and the socio-economic status of families in a public 
^Alba M. Edwards, "A Social Eoonomic Grouping of the Gainful Workers 
of the United States," Journal of American Statistical Association, XXVIII 
(December, 1933), pp. 377-86. 
2 , . 
Frances Perkins, et. al. (ed.) Dictionary of Occupational Titles 
(Washington, 1939), p. xxiii. 
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housing community. 
The survey of these studies provided data bearing upon research which 
has been done in attempting to understand social mobility and participa¬ 
tion of individuals in their community life. They further provided infor¬ 
mation concerning research relative to Idle relationship between housing 
and the socio-economic status of families and individuals. 
CHAPTER II 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC MOBILITY OF THE FAMILIES 
It is pertinent in introducing a disoussion on sooio-eoonooio mo¬ 
bility to begin with the questions* (l) what is social mobility? 
(2) what is the nature and funotion of social mobility in the ecologi¬ 
cal order? Mobility,^ 
•••as the term has come to be used in ecological studies, 
means, in the simplest interpretation, measurable move¬ 
ment in a time, a space, or a social framework. 
This general definition of mobility can be applied to population 
movements, both spatial and sooial. It may be classified into two broad 
categories* (l) migration, and (2) mobility. However, the perspective 
of this term as defined here is too general. Sorokin^ has limited the 
definition of sooial mobility and classified it accordingly* 
•••movement of individuals or groups from one social posi¬ 
tion to another and the circulation of cultural objects, 
values, and traits among individuals and groups,•• 
Sorokin further classifies sooial mobility into horizontal and verti¬ 
cal motion. Horizontal mobility is the transition of an individual or 
group from place to place, within the same culture complex and on the same 
sooial plane, or the diffusion of a culture trait within a given social 
class in the same culture. 
Vertical mobility, on the other hand, is the transition of an indi¬ 
vidual, group, or culture element from one social element to another» 
*A. B, Hbllinshead, An Outline of the Principles of Sociology, ed. 
R. E. Park (rev. ed.j New York, 1946), p. 140, 
2 
P, A, Sorokin, "Social Mobility," Encyclopedia of the Sooial 
Sciences (New York, 1936), X, p, 554. 
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The mobility may be ascending or descending.* That is, persons or groups 
may be at one time going up the social scale and at another they may be 
descending the scale. 
Horizontal and vertical forms of social mobility are sometimes closely 
interwoven. Individuals and groups may be ascending the social scale 
economically or socially and at the same time moving territorially. 
Other forms of mobility are, territorial mobility, interoccupational 
mobility, and occupational mobility* -^ach of these three deserve sepa¬ 
rate attention. 
Sorokin and Zimmerman^ point out: 
Viewed from the standpoint of territorial mobility, urban 
populations may be compared to a fast river in whioh the parti¬ 
cles of water move intensively coming from new and remote areas 
and incessantly going out to new remote places. 
Territorial mobility of urban populations is manifested by the fact that 
on the average the urban populations change residence, room, hotel, flat, 
or house within the city. "The average mileage covered by the city 
dwellers per head of population in a given unit of time is greater than 
that per head of a rural population. 
Interoccupational mobility refers to the intergenerational shifting 
of occupations from the fathers to their children. It is the act of the 
child moving into the occupation previously carried on by the father. 




Pitirim Sorokin and Carle C. Zimmerman, Principles of Rural-Urban 
Sociology (New York, 1929), p. 28. 
3Ibid. 
4Ibid., p. 37. 
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the father’s occupation, the lower is the index of occupational mobility 
by generation* Interocoupational inability is generally characteristic 
of rural communities* 
Occupational mobility implies the shifting of persons or groups of 
persons from occupation to occupation or from occupations of a lower sta¬ 
tus to higher ones or vioe versa. In large urban areas this is a constant 
pro cess. 
In'this study, however, the particular reference was vertical mobi¬ 
lity. Sorokin* refers to Pareto as having called it “the circulation of 
the elite.” There is a constant fluctuation of the social classes inside 
the sooial group. That is to say, there is between individuals, a con¬ 
stant movements some are baooming richer, some poorer, some being pro¬ 
moted, some demoted in their occupational and political status, prestige, 
privileges and heritages. In this regard, Sorokin^ states: 
Vertical mobility sporadically assumes the form of group 
elevation when an entire group like the oommunist parly in 
Russia after the revolution or the Christians after the 
equalization of the Christian Churoh in the Roman Empire, is 
elevated in the Pyramid of a stratified society. 
Vertical mobility varies quantitatively and qualitatively in differ¬ 
ent societies and fluctuates from period to period in the same society. 
It is important to mention this function in the mobile structure of so¬ 
ciety because, when observing a community or sooial group, the observer 
should keep in mind that there are dynamic influences being exerted 
^P. A. Sorokin, Contemporary Sociological Theories (New York, 1928), 
p. 57. 
2 
Sorokin, Encyclopedia of the Sooial Soienoes, op. cit* p. 554. 
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continuously upon the individuals or groups of the eonraunity. 
Thus, as previously indicated, this study was undertaken to get an 
understanding of vertical or social mobility as it affected the socio- 
eoonomio status of 60 families living in the Lafitte public low cost 
housing project. It must be kept in mind that the 60 families were di¬ 
vided into two groups. Those families who moved into the housing project 
in 1941 were represented by Group I, and those who moved into the project 
in 1944 were represented by Group II. 
The occupational classifications unskilled, semiskilled, skilled, 
professional and olerioal, inoluded such types or workers as the follow¬ 
ing: 
Unskilled} porters, laborers, truck drivers, boot-blaoks, domestics, 
and others; 
Semiskilled; driver-mechanics, pastry cooks, apprentices, mechanic 
helpers, machine operators, and others; 
Skilled; mechanics, craftsmen, welders, and others; 
Professional and clerical; clerks, salesmen, photographers, recrea¬ 
tional supervisors and teachers. 
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Table 1 
OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY OF WORKERS BY OCCUPATIONAL 
SKILLS AND NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED BY SEX: 






and clerical Unempl oyed* 
Year male female male female male female male female male female 
1937 17 4 m « 7 .. 1 1 2 1 
1938 18 4 1 . 4 W» 1 1 3 1 
1939 18 4 1 - 4 - 1 1 2 2 
1940 20 2 1 - 5 - 1 1 - - 
1941 20 4 3 - 3 - 1 2 - 1 
1942 15 7 3 1 3 1 3 2 . « 
1943 9 7 3 3 3 2 1 2 1 _ 
1944 4 4 4 6 3 2 1 2 1 2 
1945 6 2 7 2 3 2 1 3 2 - 
1946 13 - 5 - 5 2 1 3 1 _ 
1947 13 - 5 - 5 2 1 3 4 1 
* These persons were unemployed over a period of six months or more 
during the year. 
Table 1 indicates the occupational mobility of workers, by occupa¬ 
tional skills and number of unemployed by sex, for the families in Group I, 
from 1937 to 1947. 
It oan be ovserved that the number of unskilled, semiskilled, skilled, 
clerical and professional workers remained relatively constant from 1937 
to 1940, In 1941, however, the number of unskilled increased from 22 to 
24, that is, 20 male and four female. The number of female increased from 
two in 1940 to four in 1941. However, in 1937 there were also four female 
unskilled workers. The increase was among the male who increased from 17 
in 1937 to 20 in 1941. By 1947 the number of male unskilled workers de¬ 
creased to 13 and there were no female unskilled workers. 
In 1937 there were no semiskilled workers. The number of semiskilled 
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workers among the male increased from one in 1938 to seven in 1945 and de¬ 
creased again in 1947 to five. There were no women employed in the semi¬ 
skilled group until 1942. The number increased from one in 1942 to six in 
1944, then decreased again to two in 1945. There were no women employed 
in the semiskilled group in 1947. 
In 1937 there were seven males employed in the skilled group and no 
females. ' This number increased among the females to one in 1942 and de¬ 
creased among the males to three in 1942. Die females increased from one 
in 1942 to two in 1947, and there was an increase in the skilled males in 
1947 to five. However, there was a slight decrease of two male skilled 
workers in Group I from 1937 to 1947. 
The male clerical and professional workers remained relatively con¬ 
stant from 1937 to 1947. However, there was a slight inorease in 1942 from 
one to three. The number of clerical and professional workers among the 
females increased from one in 1937 to three in 1947. 
The number of unemployed in 1937 inoluded two males and one female. 
The number of unemployed males, however, increased to four in 1947 and the 
males increased from none in 1945 to one in 1947. 
The number of skilled workers were seven in 1937 and seven in 1947. 
However, between the years 1938 and 1945, the number of skilled workers 
varied between four and five. During the years from 1942 to 1945 the num¬ 
ber of skilled workers remained constant, but in 1946 the inorease was from 
five to seven. At the same time there was a decrease in the semiskilled 
class. Two persons moved into the skilled class from the semiskilled. One 
of these persons was a male who became employed as a welder and the other a 
female who beoame employed as a machinest. Two females became employed as 
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teachers and another male became employed as an automobile mechanic. The 
over all picture from 1941 through 1947 was that of a continuous decline 
in the unskilled workers, and a moving up into the semiskilled, skilled, 
clerical and professional classes. 
Table 2 
OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY OF WORKERS, BY OCCUPATIONAL 
SKILLS AND NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED BY SEX* 






and Clerical Unemployed* 
Year male female male female male female male female male female 
1937 14 3 4 m 3 2 3 1 
1938 14 3 4 m 3 - - 2 3 1 
1939 15 3 4 - 3 - - 2 1 2 
1940 14 3 4 1 3 « am 2 4 - 
1941 15 «M 5 1 4 - - 2 - 1 
1942 7 6 5 2 4 - - 2 3 - 
1943 6 8 4 1 5 1 2 2 
1944 9 8 2 - 4 wm 3 1 
1945 9 5 3 m 5 - m 1 4 - 
1946 13 5 4 - 4 - - 1 1 1 
1947 6 3 4 - 5 - tm 1 11 - 
*These persons were unemployed over a period of six months or more 
during the year. 
Table 2 indicates the occupational mobility of workers by occupational 
skills and number of unemployed by sex, for the families in Group II, from 
1937 to 1947. 
This table shows that in 1937 there were 14 males in the unskilled olass 
and three females. In 1941 the males increased to 15 and there were no females 
employed in this group. However, in 1944 the number of males decreased to 
nine and the females increased to eight. In 1946 the males increased again to 
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13 and the females decreased to three* In 1947 there were six males and 
three females employed in the unskilled Glass* 
In the semiskilled group there were four males and no females in 1937. 
This number increased in 1942 to five males and two females. In 1947 there 
were four males and no females in the semiskilled class* 
In the skilled class there were three males in 1937 and no females. 
The number employed in the skilled class increased in 1943 to five males and 
no femelles. In 1947 there were five males in this class and no females. From 
1937 to 1947 there were no females employed in the skilled class. 
In the clerical and professional class there were no males employed from 
1937 to 1947. The females decreased from two in 1937 to one in 1943. One of 
these persons was employed as a Recreation Supervisor and the other as a 
photographer. In 1944 there were no persons employed in this group. The per¬ 
son who was employed as a Recreation Supervisor died and the individual who 
was employed as a photographer became employed in private industry. However, 
from 1945 to 1947 there was one female employed as a photographer in the cleri¬ 
cal and professional class. 
In 1937 there were three males and one female unemployed. Between the 
years 1937 and 1945 the number of unemployed for both male and female remained 
oonstant. However, in 1947, the number of unemployed increased to 11^ males 
in this group. 
When the families in Group I moved into the housing project in 1941, 
there was, in a year's time, a decline in the number of unskilled workers. 
This decline began in 1942 and continued through 1947. In 1942 an increase 
- 
This large number of unemployed may indicate that there were more men 
employed in war industries in Group II than in Group I. Many war industries 
(Higgins Inc., Consolidated Vultee, Todd-Johnson, and Delta Shipyards) closed 
down at the end of the year 1946. Thus, large numbers of men were unemployed. 
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In semiskilled, skilled, olerical and professional workers was indicated. 
Elis increase continued until 1947* The number of unemployed was less in 
Group I them the number of unemployed in Group II in 1947. Some of the 
employables in Group II were oalled into the military servioe three years 
before any employables in Group I. It was possible therefore, that a 
larger number of persons in Group I had the opportunity to train for and 
obtain skilled types of employment. 
According to the data presented in Tables 1 and 2, the occupational 
mobility for the 60 families studied, indicate that there was a trend in 
occupations from the unskilled to semiskilled, skilled, clerical and pro¬ 
fessional occupations. 
Table 3 indicates the total monthly income and rent, average income, 
per cent of inorease in income and rent, number of employed and per oent 
of total income paid in rent in Group I from 1937 to 1947. In 1937 the 
total income for all families in Group I was #1,768.00. The average in- 
oome among these families continued to increase until 1947. From 1938 
to 1941 the per oent of increase in the average income ranged from 4.0 per 
oent in 1938 to 9.2 per oent in 1941. However, in 1942, one year after 
these families moved into the housing project, the per cent of inorease 
in the average inoome per family was 49.0 per cent. From 1942 to 1947 the 
per cent of increase in the inoome was continuous. In 1945 inoome increased 
to 93.3 per cent and in 1946 it was 83.3 per oent. The average inoome de¬ 
creased in 1946 and 1947. However, in 1947 the per cent of increase in 
the average income was 68.3 as compared to 4.0 per oent in 1937. 
Hie amount of rent paid by families in Group I in 1937, prior to the 
time they moved into the housing project, was $460.00 per month. In 1941 
Table 3 
TOTAL MONTHLY INCOME AND RENT, AVERAGE INCOME, PER CENT OF INCREASE 
IN INCOME AND RENT, NUMBER OF EMPLOYED, AND PER CENT OF TOTAL 
INCOME PAID IN RENT, GROUP It 1937-1947 
YEAR 
Month! Ly Income of All Families Monthly Rant of All Families Per Cent of 
Total Income 








Per Cent Increase 
In Average Income 
Total 
Rent 
Per Cent Increase 
In Rent 
1937 0.,768.00 $ 60.00* 100.00 $460.00* 100.00 26.0 30 
1938 1,878.00 62.60 4.0 401.00 12.6** 21.4 30 
1939 1,805.00 60.50 0.8 408.00 11.3** 22.6 30 
1940 1,909.00 63.60 6.0 399.00 11.0** 20.9 30 
1941 2,006.00 66.79 9.2 407.00 11.5** 22.0 S3 
1942 2,428.00 89.90 49.0 505.00 9.1 20.0 35 
1943 2,924.00 97.40 62.3 581.00 26.3 19.8 34 
1944 2,990.00 99.00 65.0 595.00 29.3 19.9 32 
1945 3,319.00 116.00 93.3 652.00 41.7 19.3 33 
1946 3,303.00 110.00 83.3 649.00 41.0 19.6 34 
1947 3,051.00 101.00 68.3 602.00 32.1 19.1 31 
♦The year 1937 was used as the base year (100 per cent) in determining the present increase in 
income and rent* 




they paid #407.00 per month. However, the inooms had inoreased, as indi¬ 
cated in Table 3. In addition, the amount of rent paid by these families 
inoreased after moving into the public housing project, since the rentals 
were based upon the income. In 1942 the monthly rent inoreased to #505.00 
as compared to #407.00 in 1941. By 1945 the monthly rent had inoreased to 
#652.00. However, in 1946 there was a decline in rent to #649.00, and in 
1947 it decreased to #602.00. 
The per cent of inoome for 30 families paid in rent indicates that in 
1937 these families were paying 26.0 per cent of their inoome in rent. In 
1938 it decreased to 21.4 per cent, and fluctuated between 21.4 per oent 
in 1938 to 22.0 per cent in 1941. In 1941, at which time they moved into 
the housing project, the per cent of income paid into rent began to de¬ 
crease; from 20.0 in 1942 to 19,1 in 1947. However, the income fbr these 
30 families continued to increase between 1942 and 1947. 
The per oent of inorease in the rent paid by these families indicates 
that from 1938 to 1941 there was a decrease in the per cent of rent paid. 
However, the per oent of the total income paid in rent inoreased in 1938 
from 21.4 to 22.0 in 1941. During the same period the per oent of inorease 
in rent shows that there was a decrease in 1938 from 12.6 to 11.5 in 1941. 
In 1942, however, there was an inorease of 9.1 over the base year of 1937. 
In the average inoome per family in 1942 there was an inorease of 49.0 per 
cent and the per oent of total inoome paid in rent was 20.0 as compared to 
26.0 in 1937. 
The total number of persons employed in Group I in 1937 were 30, Al¬ 
though the per oent of increase in the average inoome per family in 1942 
was 49.0, the total number of persons employed was 35 in 1942 to 31 in 1947, 
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and at the same time the per oent of increase in inoome increased to 68.3 
in 1947 showing that the inoome of eaoh employable was increased* 
Table 4 indicates the total monthly inoome and rent, average income, 
per cent of increase in income and rent, number of employed, and per cent 
of total inoome paid in rent in Group II from 1937 to 1947. In 1937 the 
inoome per month of these 30 families was $1,925*00. There was a gradual 
increase in their inoome from 1937 to 1940. From 1941 to 1946, there was 
a continuous increase in inoome, from $2,210.00 in 1941 to $2,950.00 in 
1946. However, in 1947 the inoome decreased to $2,571.00. 
Die average income per family gained steadily from $64.16 in 1937 to 
$80.96 in 1943. In 1944, at which time the families in Group II moved in¬ 
to the housing project, the average inoome decreased $77.00. However, it 
increased from $77.00 in 1944 to $98.16 in 1946. In 1947 there was a de¬ 
crease to $85.70. Die per cent increase in the average inoome of these 
families indicates that in 1938 the inorease in the average inoome was 
only 0.1 per oent or one-tenth of one per oent. The inorease in 1939 and 
1940 was only 3.0 per cent. However, in 1941 and 1942 the per oent in¬ 
orease in the average inoome increased to 25.2 and 26.2 per cent respec¬ 
tively.^ In 1944 however, there was a decline in the per oent inorease in 
the average inoome as oompared to 1942 to 20.2. But in 1945, one year 
after these families moved into the housing project, the per cent increase 
in the average inoome was 36.5 per oent. In both Groups I and II this 
mobility in inoome was evident. 
^Diis sudden rise in the per cent increase of the average inoome, 
aside from the effects of occupational mobility, may have also been in¬ 
fluenced by wage increases during World War II* 
Table 4 
TOTAL MONTHLY INCOME AND RENT, AVERAGE INCOME, PER CENT OF INCREASE 
IN INCOME AND RENT, NUMBER OF EMPLOYED, AND PER CENT OF TOTAL 
INCOME PAID IN RENT, GROUP II* 1937-1947 
YEAR 
Monthly Income of All Families Monthly Itent of All Families Per Cent of 
Total Income 








Per Cent Increase 
In Average Income 
Total 
Rent 
Per Cent Increase 
In Rent 
1937 #1,925.00 #64.16* 100.00 #370.00* 100.00 19.0 27 
1938 1,927.00 64.23 0.1 375.00 1.3 19.2 27 
1939 1,988.00 66.23 3.0 382.00 3.2 19.2 28 
1940 1,999.00 66.63 3.0 302.00 11.0** 15.1 29 
1941 2,210.00 73.66 13.0 397.00 7.5 17.9 30 
1942 2,399.00 79.76 25.2 424.00 9.2 17.6 29 
1943 2,429.00 80.96 26.2 445.00 22.7 18.3 28 
1944 2,310.00 77.00 20.2 457.00 23.7 19.3 29 
1945 2,658.00 88.66 36.5 546.00 47.5 20.5 28 
1946 2,945.00 98.16 52.9 607.00 61.3 20.6 30 
1947 2,571.00 85.70 35.1 532.00 43.7 20.6 22 
•The year 1937 was used as the base year (100 per eent) In determining the present increase in 
rent and income, 
••The percentage indicated here represents a decrease as compared to the base year 1937, 
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In 1937 Group II paid $370.00 per month for rent. There was an in¬ 
crease in the amount of rent paid from 1937 to 1939 to $382.00. In 1940, 
however, the cost of rent decreased to $302.00. Then, in 1941, the rent 
increased again from $397.00 to $607.00 in 1946. Nevertheless, in 1947 
rent dropped to $532.00. The per cent increase in rent paid indicated 
that -the increase in 1938 and 1939 was 1.3 and 3.2 per oent, respectively. 
However, there was a decrease of 11.0 per oent in 1940. Then, in 1941, 
the per cent of increase or motility in rent was 7.5 per oent. In 1945 
the per oent of increase in rent paid was 47.5 per oent, tut this repre¬ 
sented only 20.5 per oent of the total income. 
The number of employed persons increased from 27 in 1937 to 30 in 
1941. Between 1942 and 1946 the number of employed ranged from 28 to 30. 
However, there was a deorease from 30 in 1946 to 22 in 1947. Although 
30 persons were employed in the Group II in 1941 the increase in the per 
oent of the average income was 13.0; in 1947 there were only 22 persons 
employed in this group and the inorease in the per oent of the average in¬ 
come as compared to 1937 was 35.1 per cent. This factor indicates that 
there was considerable upward mobility in the incomes of families in Group 
II. This was also indicated for families in Group I. 
Families in Group I, in 1937, paid 26.0 per oent of their income in 
rent. This represented at least six per oent more than they paid when 
they moved into the Lafitte Housing Project. It was also indicated that 
the income of families increased when they moved into the housing project 
and at the same time the per oent of their inoome paid into rent decreased. 
Families in Group II, between 1937 and 1944, paid from 18.3 to 19.0 
per oent of their income for rent. This was prior to the time they 
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moved into the housing project. However, it mast he remembered that these 
families were selected for apartments in this housing project beoause they 
were ocoupying low standard homes. 
Therefore, in 1945, when -the per cent of their income paid into rent 
increased to 20.5, their income had also increased. Furthermore, the 
type of home they were then occupying was much better housing than they 
had previously lived in. According to the polioy of the Housing Authority, 
families were seleoted, in part, beoause they occupied inadequate shelter. 
In 1937, families in Group II paid an average of 19.0 per oent of 
inoome fbr rent which did not include cost for gas, eleotrioity or fuel; 
families in Group I paid an average of 26.0 per oent of their inoome in 
rent and the cost for utility services were not included. The Housing 
Authority stipulates that one-fifth or approximately 20 per oent of a fam¬ 
ily* s income shall be paid into rent. However, deductions are allowed to 
persons who have additional expenses such as operations, hospitalization, 
retirement funds, alimony, and other expenses incurred by the tenant. 
Such considerations as these were not enjoyed by these families previously. 
It was indicated in this study that the inoome for families in Group 
I and Group II increased steadily. It was also shown that income and oc¬ 
cupational mobility seemed to be concomitant with the oocupanoy of publio 
low cost housing. 
Furthermore it was pointed out that living in the Lafitte Housing 
Project seemed to be economically advantageous to these 60 families. Data 
showed that the income of families increased when they moved into the 
housing project and at the same time the per oent of their income paid into 
rent decreased. Bxis gave them an opportunity to use the extra funds they 
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had, if any, for recreations, eduoation, organizational life, and other ac¬ 
tivities which help to improve the social status of the family* Some of 
the interviewees indicated that sinoe they have been living in the housing 
project they have been able to send their children to "better" sahools. 
This, of course, oarried with it status* Another family pointed out that 
its children were sent to a boy* s and girl's summer camp during vacation. 
Others stated that sinoe they had been living in this community they had 
more opportunity to take part in educational and reoreational activity 
than before* It is possibles then, that the upward movement in income and 
the regulations of rentals have made it possible for these people to have 
funds to carry on the activities indicated* Lasah^- founds 
Expenditures for housing constitute the second largest 
item in the American family budget, exoeeded only by food. 
If this outlay secures an adequate standard to shelter both 
quantitatively and qualitatively, then clearly something is 
wrong with the relationship between family inoomes and the 
cost of housing. Shelter cost too much, or inoomes for 
housing* • 
Die last explanation is easily disposed of. All the 
evidence shows that the average family spends for housing 
all that it can afford. Some people, undoubtedly, will 
stint themselves on the rental budget in order to enjoy a 
flashy oar. But, by and large, the typioal family expects 
to pay a substantial share of its income for dwelling facili¬ 
ties. ..during the depression it was discovered that some 
families in Chicago were devoting as much as 72 per cent of 
their income to rent. 
Die income for families in Group II from 1937 to 1942, was higher 
than the income for families in Group I. The families in Group I moved 
into the housing projeot in 1941 and from 1942 until 1947, the income wa3 
Lasoh, op. oit., p. 49. 
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larger than those in Group II» This change in incomes oould possibly have 
been influenced or was concomitant with low cost publio housing. This may 
have also been affected by a desire of these families to improve their 
eoonomio condition and thus become more adjusted to their community. 
The number of unskilled workers in Group I, in 1937, was 21, and, in 
Group II, was 17. From 1937 to 1943, the number of unskilled workers was 
greater in Group I than in Group II. In 194^ however, the number of un¬ 
skilled workers in Group I, was six less than the number of unskilled 
workers in Group II. This decrease in unskilled workers in Group I con¬ 
tinued until 1947. In 1947 there were 13 unskilled workers in Group I and 
nine in Group II. It must be noted here that the number of unskilled had 
decreased in both Groups I and II. At the same time there were three un¬ 
employed in Group I, and eleven unemployed in Group II. The data also 
showed that from 1943 until 1947, the number of persons employed in the 
clerical and professional class was larger in Group I than in Group II. 
In Group I, the number decreased from two in 1942 to one in 1943, and re¬ 
mained so until 1947. 
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Table 5 
NUMBER MD TYPE OF ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES OWNED BY FAMILIES 
IN GROUPS I AND II, 1937-1947 
Number and type of electrical appliances for 60 families 
Year Vmshing Machines Irons Fans Radios Toasters and Mixers 
1937 2 15 8 26 m 
1938 2 15 8 26 - 
1939 1 15 10 30 - 
1940 - 15 10 33 - 
1941 - 15 10 33 - 
1942 - 15 8 33 - 
1943 1 15 7 33 — 
1944 1 15 6 38 - 
1945 2 22 6 42 » 
1946 6 29 12 42 3 
1947 6 32 13 43 3 
Table 5 shows the number and type of eleotrieal appliances owned by 
families in Group I and Group II from 1937 to 1947. From 1940 to 1944, 
there was comparatively no increase in the number of electrical appliances 
possessed by these families. This however, may have been due entirely to 
the war time regulations. From 1945 to 1947, the increase in the number 
of appliances was relatively high. As stated previously, this may have 
some significance and indication that there was a considerable amount of 
socio-economic mobility among these families and also an increase in their 
standard of living. 
The number of washing machines increased from two in 1937 to six in 
1947. In 1937 there were 15 electric irons among these families and the 
number increased to 32 in 1947. There were 26 radios in 1937 owned by 
these 60 families and in 1947 they owned 43. They also owned three elec¬ 
tric toasters and mixers in 1946 and 1947. 
Although the presence of all of these electric appliances among these 
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families were significant of status^- and mobility, the radio, according 
to the number possessed by these families from 1937 to 1947, seemed to be 
one of the most highly valued of all others. One individual told the in¬ 
vestigator that her radio meant more to her than all of the other electrical 
gadgets in her home because of the recreation it afforded. She further in¬ 
dicated it as an object of status by saying, "a home is no home at all with- 
2 
out a radio in the living room.” 
Table 6 shows the total number of persons by sex in Group I and the 
number and per cent having membership in Religious and "Fraternal" Organiza¬ 
tions from 1937 to 1947. 
In 1937 there were 50 persons in these 60 families who were Catholic. 
In 1942 the number had increased to 72. The increase in the number of 
Catholics was constant. By 1947 the number of Catholics increased to 97, 
which was almost a one-hundred per cent increase in the number of Catholics. 
It might be indicated at this point that, the religious background of Hew 
Orleans is Catholic. In many areas of the city the respected and status 
families are Catholics. However, it must not be assumed that at all times 
the Catholic family is given higher prestige than the Protestant; neverthe¬ 
less, in those communities where the religious background is Catholic the 
3 
status families are of the Catholic denomination. 
The Methodist denomination remained relatively constant. However, there 
was an increase in this group. In 1937 there were 11 Methodists among the 
families in Group I. This number increased to 15 by 1947. 
■*Young, op.cit., p. 367-69. 
2Ibid. 
3 
This assumption is based upon observation and participation in the 
social and economic life of the community over a period of twenty years. 
I 
Table 6 
THE TOTAL HUMBER OF PERSONS BY SEX IN GROUP I AND THE NUMBER 
AND PER CENT HAVING MEMBERSHIP IN RELIGIOUS AND 
FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS, 1937-1947 
YEAR 


























1937 95 50 52.6 11 11.5 8 8.4 26 27.0 13.6 - . 2 2.1 8 8.4 3 3.1 
1938 103 58 56.3 11 10.6 9 8.2 25 24.2 12.5 - - - m 2 1.9 8 7.7 3 2.9 
1939 105 60 57.1 11 10.4 9 8.5 25 23.8 11.3 - - - - 1 0.9 8 7.6 3 2.8 
1940 109 62 56.8 11 10.0 10 9.1 26 23.8 10.9 - - - 1 0.9 8 7.3 3 2.7 
1941 113 66 58.3 11 9.7 D 8.8 26 23.0 12.2 » - - - 1 0.8 10 8.8 3 2.6 
1942 116 72 60.0 12 10.3 7 6.0 25 21.5 19.1 1 0.8 3 2.5 1 0.8 13 11.2 4 3.4 
1943 118 74 62.6 12 10.1 8 6.7 24 20.3 24.3 1 0.8 3 2.5 6 5.1 15 12.6 4 3.3 
1944 121 80 66.1 12 9.9 8 6.6 21 17.3 29.5 2 1.6 3 2.4 10 8.2 17 14.0 4 3.3 
1945 125 85 60.8 12 9.6 8 6.4 20 16.0 29.6 2 1.6 4 3.2 10 8.0 17 13.6 4 3.2 
1946 128 93 72.6 13 10.1 8 6.2 14 10.8 30.3 3 2.3 5 3.1 10 7.8 19 14.0 5 3.1 
1947 136 97 71.3 15 11.0 9 6.6 15 11.0 29.9 3 2.2 5 3.6 7.3 P 13.2 5 3.6 
♦"Fraternal Mobility" has referenoe to organizational affiliation in all organizations not sponsored 
by the Housing Project. 
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Among those adhering to the Lutheran denomination the number remained 
constant from 1937 to 1939. In 1937 there were eight and the number in¬ 
creased to 10 in 1941. However, there was a decrease to seven in 1942. In 
1947 there were nine Lutherans. 
There was a gradual decrease among the Baptists from 1937 to 1947. In 
1937 there were 26 Baptist and in 1947 this number had decreased to 15. 
In the organizational or "fraternal mobility" there were no boys and 
girls affiliated with organizations of any kind from 1937 to 1941. However, 
in 1942 there were three boys and one girl affiliated with organizations. 
This number increased in 1947 to three boys and five girls. 
In 1937 there were 2 women and eight men affiliated with organizations. 
Among the women there was little increase until 1944 at which time the num¬ 
ber increased to 10 and remained the same until 1947. The number of men 
increased from eight in 1937 to 13 in 1942. By 1947 this number increased 
to 19. Under those listed other were included organizations which accepted 
the membership of men, women, and children. These were mostly benevolent 
organizations. This number increased from three in 1937 to five in 1947. 
Table 7 indicates the total number of persons by sex in Group II and 
the number and per cent having membership in Religious and "Fraternal" or¬ 
ganizations from 1937 to 1947. The number of Catholics in 1937 was 32. 
This number increased in 1942 to 53 and in 1947 to 82. 
In the Methodist denomination there were 13 persons in 1937 and this 
number increased to 18 in 1942. From 1942 to 1947 the number of Methodists 
in the community among these 60 families in Group II increased to 19. 
In the Lutheran denomination there was a decrease from four in 1937 
to one in 1947. However, there were five Lutherans in 1941. The number, 
however, decreased to one in 1947, as previously, stated. 
Table 7 
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS BY SEX IN GROUP II AND ÜHB NUMBER AND PER CENT 
HAVING MEMBERSHIP IN RELIGIOUS AND FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS, 
1937-1947 
YEAR 




























1937 72 32 44.2 13 19.4 4 5.5 21 29.1 2 2.7 12.6 mm 3 4.2 3 4.2 3 4.2 
1938 84 44 52.4 13 15.4 4 4.6 21 25.0 2 2.3 11.7 - — - - 3 3.5 4 4.7 3 3.5 
1939 89 49 55.5 13 14.6 4 4.4 21 23.5 2 2.2 12.1 - - - 4 4.4 4 4.4 3 3.3 
1940 93 51 54.7 13 13.9 4 4.3 22 23.6 3 3.2 12.8 - - - - 4 4.3 5 5.3 3 3.2 
1941 101 53 52.4 16 15.8 5 4.9 23 22.7 4 ' 3.9 10.3 - - - - 4 3.8 4 3.8 3 2.7 
1942 104 53 50.9 18 17.3 5 4.8 23 23.1 5 4,8 13.3 1 0.9 - - 5 4.8 5 4.8 3 2.8 
1943 108 58 53.7 19 17.5 2 1.7 24 22.2 5 . 4.6 12.9 1 0.9 - 6 5.5 4 3.8 3 2.7 
1944 111 71 63.4 19 17.1 1 0.9 L5 13.1 5 4.5 18.0 1 0.9 «■» 7 6.3 9 8.1 3 2.7 
1945 114 75 65.7 18 15.7 1 0.8 L5 13.1 5 4.3 19.3 2 1.7 - - 8 7.2 9 7.8 3 2.6 
1946 119 79 66.3 18 15.1 1 0.8 16 13.4 5 4.2 18.3 2 1.6 - 9 7.5 8 6.7 3 2.5 
1947 124 32 66.1 19 15.3 1 0.8 L7 13.7 5 4.0 20.0 3 2.4 - - 10 8.0 9 7.2 3 2.4 
♦"Fraternal Mobility" has reference to organizational affiliation in all organizations not sponsored 
by the Housing Project. 
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Among those persons included under others in Table 7, two persons 
belonged to a oult called the "Divine Healers." This number was increased 
to five in 1941, and remained the same until 1947. These five persons be¬ 
longed to the same family. 
In 1937 there was a total of 60 boys and girls for the 60 families 
studied, between the ages of one through 20 years of age. Also in 1937, in 
the "fraternal" or organizational mobility, there were no boys and girls 
affiliated with any organization in 1937. There were no girls affiliated 
with any organization from 1937 to 1947 in the families of Group II. This 
may have been due, in part, to a reticence on the part of Creole families 
for girls to take part in public activity. However, a change was indicated 
in 1942. Also in 1942 there was one boy in this Group who was affiliated 
with an organization. This number increased from one in 1942 to three in 
1947. 
In 1937 there were three women and three men affiliated with organiza¬ 
tions. The women increased from three in 1937 to 10 in 1947; the men in¬ 
creased from three in 1937 to nine in 1947. Those listed under others be¬ 
longed to organizations which accepted the membership of men, women and 
children. This represented a single fhmily that belonged to a benevolent 
association. 
Vertical mobility in the religious and "fraternal" life of the 60 
fhmilies studied was apparent in the data presented. In 1937 the total 
population of Group I was 95. Of this total 52.6 per cent of the indivi¬ 
duals was Catholic, 11.5 was Methodist, 8.4 per cent was Lutherans and 27.0 
per cent was Baptist; 13.6 per cent of these people was participating in 
^See Table 11. 
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organizations of some kind in their community. In 1941, the year these 
families became residents in the Lafitte Public Housing Project, the total 
population was 113. Of this number 58.3 per cent of the persons was Catho¬ 
lic, 9.7 per cent was Methodist, 8.8 per cent was Lutheran, and 23.0 per 
cent was Baptist. In 1942, after one year of residence in the housing pro¬ 
ject, the number participating in organizations not sponsored by the hous¬ 
ing project increased from 13.6 per cent in 1937 to 19.1 per cent. In 1947 
the total population increased to 136 persons. The number of Catholics in¬ 
creased to 71.3 per cent, Methodist remained relatively constant, that is, 
from. 11.5 per cent in 1937 to 11.0 per cent in 1947. However, the Lutherans 
decreased to 6.6 per cent, and the Baptist decreased to 11.0 per cent. The 
number of persons participating in organizations outside of the housing com¬ 
munity increased to 29.9 per cent. 
In 1937 the total population of Group II was 72. Of this total 44.2 
per cent of the individuals was Catholic, 19.4 was Methodist, 5.5 per cent 
was Lutherans, and 29.1 per cent was Baptist. Under those listed as others 
there was 2.7 per cent who identified themselves with a religious cult called 
"Divine Healers;" 12.6 per cent was participating in organizations of some 
kind in their community. In 1944, the year these families became residents 
in the Lafitte Public Housing Project, the total population was 111. Of 
this number 63.4 per cent of the persons was Catholic, 17.1 were Methodist, 
0.9 per cent was Lutheran, 13.1 per cent was Baptist, and those identified 
with the "Divine Healers" increased to 4.5 per cent. In 1944, the year 
these families became residents in the housing project, the number of per¬ 
sons participating in organizations not sponsored by the housing project 
increased from 12.6 per cent in 1937 to 18.0. 
This upward mobility of both Groups I and II continued until 1947. In 
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Group I the Catholic group increased to 71.3 per cent, the Methodist re¬ 
mained constant but there ms considerable fluctuation during the ten year 
period. However, the per cent of Lutherans decreased to 6.6, and the Bap¬ 
tists decreased to 11.0. The number of persons participating in organiza¬ 
tions not sponsored by the housing project increased to 29.9 per cent. In 
Group II the Catholics increased to 66.1 per cent, the Methodists decreased 
to 15.3 per cent, Lutherans decreased to 0.8 per cent, Baptists decreased 
to 13.7 per cent, but those identified with the "Divine Healers" increased 
to 4.0 per cent. The number of persons participating in organizations not 
sponsored by the housing project increased to 20.0 per cent. 
The data presented for these 60 families, indicate a trend toward the 
Catholic denomination. This might be considered "upward mobility" according 
to the criteria which have been taken into scope for measuring "religious 
status."^ 
Prom 1937 to 1940, the increase in the number of Catholics was prin¬ 
cipally due to births within families who were already Catholic. However, 
a number of children born into non-Catholic families were Christened Catho¬ 
lic. There were only three adults converted to the Catholic denomination. 
Prom 1941 to 1944, the number of Catholics increased from 62 to 80, an in¬ 
crease of 18 or approximately 6 converts a year. It was stated previously 
that this community, prior to 1941, consisted of a large number of Catholics. 
Thirty four of these families had been former site occupants and twenty six 
were not. A number of the residents came from other communities. Data re¬ 
vealed that a number of the non-former site residents were non-Catholic. 
During the years 1940 to 1944, about 10 adults and children 16 years or 
^Daniel, op.oit., pp. 352-61. 
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over, were converted to Catholicism. The new community life may have in¬ 
fluenced these individuals. Ackiss^ found in her study that there was a 
tendency among people to enter religious denominations which might secure 
for them social status and respectability. 
Most of the converts came from families who had formerly been Baptist. 
The entire membership of two families was converted to Catholicism. Another 
family, formerly Lutheran, joined the Methodist denomination. Aside from 
births, the Lutherans who joined the Methodist denomination was the only 
factor which changed the number of Methodists in' both Groups I and II, There 
was no evidence of any Methodists moving into the Catholic denomination. 
This may further indicate that Methodism carries with it status and respecta¬ 
bility and therefore is useful as an index to indicate upward mobility. 
Data for those families who became tenants in 1944, indicated that 
there was also a large increase in the number of Catholics which was due to 
childbirth and some conversions. However, when these families became a 
part of the Lafitte Housing community, the increase in the number of Catho¬ 
lics was much greater, indicating, that the number of conversions was larger. 
Records of the St. Peter Claver Rectory indicated that since 1937 there were 
three-hundred and thirteen conversions in this Parish.^ Some of these con¬ 
versions were babies who were christened Catholic but of non-Catholic par¬ 
ents. The Church considers these as converts since they are not born Catho¬ 
lic. These data indicate that the number of conversions during the years of 
1946 and 1947 were larger than conversions for the preceding years. In 1946 
there were 48 converts and in 1947 there were 45. This may further indicate 
^Ackis8, op.cit., pp. 212-15. 
^Interview with Er. Charles J. Tobin, Rector of St. Peter Claver Church 
(Hew Orleans, Louisiana, August 25, 1947). 
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that the number of non-Catholics increased in this Parish during those 
years from 1937 to 1947. The Lafitte Housing Project, in all probability, 
was where most of the families were housed. 
The type of organizations with which the members of these families 
were affiliated were: Boy Scouts, Boy's Hi-Y, various Catholic youth or¬ 
ganizations, Girl's Reserve, School Groups, and social clubs for teen age 
individuals. The men were affiliated with the Masonic Order, Catholic or¬ 
ganizations for men, unions, and social and pleasure clubs for men. The 
organizations for women consisted of church organizations for women, sewing 
clubs, Parents-Teachers Association, and social and pleasure clubs. There 
were also a number of persons, as the data indicated, affiliated with bene¬ 
volent organizations and other organizations which accommodated children and 
adults. 
The data gathered in this study showed that there was none of the 
younger members of these 60 families affiliated with any organization from 
1937 to 1941. In 1942, the data for fhmilies in Group I indicate that, one 
boy and three girls became affiliated with organizations which were not 
sponsored by the housing project. It is further indicated that the men and 
women in this group also participated in more organizations. 
Data for families in Group II indicate that there were no boys and 
girls with any associational affiliation from 1937 to 1941. The number of 
men and women remained comparatively the same as it had been since 1937 to 
1941. These families moved into the housing project in 1944. The increase 
in the number of persons affiliated with organizations not sponsored by 
the housing project was small until 1944. This might suggest that the new 
community life of these people influenced their lives and consequently re¬ 
sulted in this increase 
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It was further evident that there were more persons affiliated with 
organizations in Group I than there were in Group II. Although, there were 
twelve persons more in Group I than in Group II, the difference in the num¬ 
ber of persons in the two Groups of families was not sufficient for such a 
difference in the number participating in the organizational life of their 
community. The population of Group I was 136 persons, and in Group II 
there were 124 persons in 1947. The number of persons affiliated with or¬ 
ganizations in Group I was 42, while in Group II it was 25. It was further 
indicated that no girls were affiliated with any organizations in Group II 
û*om 1937 to 1947. This suggests that the difference in the two Groups may 
be due to the fhct that the individuals in Group I lived in the housing 
project almost three years longer than the families in Group II. Therefore, 
it is possible, that the influences exerted upon these families by the pub¬ 
lic low cost housing community in which they lived were greater upon the 
lives of those who were residents there the longer. 
The homes in which these people were housed may possibly be inspiring 
to the occupants to improve their social status as it has been suggested 
1 2 
by Lasch and Warner. 
The criteria used in this study to get an understanding of socio¬ 
economic mobility of the 60 families studied were, occupational, organiza¬ 
tional, and religious mobility, income, and electrical appliances. Each of 
these criteria was useful as an index to show social mobility. The data 
presented indicated that there was a movement in occupations from the un¬ 
skilled class to the skilled and semi-skilled classes. There was a 68.3 
^Lasch, op.cit., pp. 267-70. 
2 
Warner, op.cit., pp. 346-50. 
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per cent increase in the income for the 50 families in Group I, and 35.1 
per cent increase in the income for the 30 families in Group II over a 
period of ten years. 
Based upon such criteria and the mobility shown, it might be intimated 
that the data presented here indicate a considerable amount of social mo¬ 
bility. This implied that there was an upward climb on the social ladder 
for these 60 families. It was previously pointed out, that Sorokin^- has 
suggested, that people in a society are constantly ascending or descending 
the social ladder in a state of "social circulation.” 
LSorokin, Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, op.cit., p. 555. 
CHAPTER III 
COMMUNITY LIFE OF THE 60 FAMILIES 
Every human community develops patterns of living* There is no one 
definition that oan be universally applied to the concept "community." 
The term community has been used in referring to stable, small, autonomous* 
self sufficing units such as oolonies of pioneer settlers, primitive tribes, 
metropolises, and sacred rural villages* The term is used interchangeably 
to designate large oomplex urban areas or a ghetto. Bogardus^ oonceived a 
"national community" as being, "an integration of rural and urban communi¬ 
ties with loyalty to a set of values that have grown up through the years." 
The human community may be further considered as a unified group of people, 
saored or seoular, large or small, functioning in a common geographical 
area, whether it be a nation or a neighborhood, in relationship with one 
another on a basis of competition and cooperation* Wissler^ says : 
We see the community as a group of individuals, male and 
female, children and adults, young and old, following standard¬ 
ised procedures, not necessarily doing the same thing at the 
same time, but different things more or less according to rule, 
so synchronized as to feed, olothe, house, control, and enter¬ 
tain the members of the group* 
In general, however, Young points out that whether the community 
studied is large or small, oomplex or simple, incorporated or uninoorpora- 
ted, with definite boundaries or without, it is always understood that: 
E* S. Bogardus, and Robert H* Lewis, Sooial Life and Personality 
(New York, 1938), pp. 316-20. 
2 
Clark Wissler, An Introduction to Sooial Anthropology, Ch. II, 
"The Community as the Anthropological Unit" (lïew York, n* d.), quoted 
in R* E* Park, Outline of the Prinoiples of Sociology (New York, 1946), 
p* 311. g 
Young, op. cit«, p. 465. 
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(l) it occupies a territorial areaj (2) it is characterized 
by common interests and (3) common patterns of social and 
eoonomio relations; (4) it derives a oommon bond of soli¬ 
darity from the conditions of its abode; (5) it ha3 a con¬ 
stellation of social institutions; and (6) it is a subject 
to some degree of group control. 
In a oity, unless one shuts himself within his room, one has to pass, 
see, meet and interact with hundreds of people everyday. There is no 
place for solitude. The occupational activities of most city persons go 
on not in solitude but amidst other people. Educational and recreational 
activities are carried on mostly amidst crowds, in schools, churches, 
theatres, clubs, dancing halls, pool halls, and so forth. Aside from 
this, there is a considerable amount of communication carried on by means 
of radios, newspapers, telephones, letters, magazines and other means of 
indireot oontaot. Sorokin^ deolarest 
There is no doubt that from a purely quantitative stand¬ 
point the number of contacts per individual in a given unit 
of time is far greater in urban than rural life....In a city 
to be amidst the crowd is normal and unavoidable. 
Small** points out that: 
The community is not primarily the dependence of one 
part of an association upon other parts, but the common 
relation of all parts to certain conditions which may at 
first appear to be wholly external, or to influence only 
a certain select few within the association... 
■Whatever may be the external influences operating 
within it; whatever the effects or forces of social inter¬ 
action might be operating within or without, a community is 
not an impersonal affair. 
Beoause of the above statements, an understanding of the participation 
and sooial interaction of the 60 families studied, was considered necessary. 
Pitirim Sorokin and Carle C. Zimmerman, Principles of Rural-Urban 
Sociology (New York, 1929), p. 582. 
o 
A. W. Small, General Sociology (Chicago, 1905), pp. 582-83. 
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To have studied these families without knowing or understanding something 
about their relationship with one another and their participation in the 
community organization would have made the study incomplete* 
Ihose phases of community life selected to provide a basis for some 
understanding of the social interaction among these families in their 
community setting were* social adjustment,^ community participation in 
organizations sponsored by the management of the housing project, educa¬ 
tional status of the families, and social oontrol. Lasch^ points outs 
The effects of bad housing upon the individual and the 
family and the community as a whole require no elaborate 
exposition. It may be true that other causes contribute to 
these effects—low income and poor education, for instance— 
and that the provision of good housing alone would not elimi¬ 
nate them* But where inadequate shelter does not itself 
produoe ill health and sooial maladjustment, it supplies the 
seed bed in whioh they flourish and aooentuates their malig- 
nanoy many fold* We need only compare the health and be¬ 
havior of the same kinds of people in slum districts and in 
public housing developments to understand what a chain of 
fruitful consequences is set in motion when the people gain 
aocess to a decent environment* 
It seemed, from testimonies given, that in the Lafitte Housing com¬ 
munity and other housing communities in the city of New Orleans under 
the supervision of the Housing Authority, that there were comparatively 
few disruptions and little disorder among families in these communities* 
 1  
The term sooial is an adjective used to describe interhuman rela¬ 
tionships that are face to face, relatively continuous and repetitive, 
and involving vital interests and ties* 
Adjustment refers to a process by whioh individuals or groups more or 
less consciously fit themselves to each other, or fit into, or act in ac¬ 
cordance with the prevailing culture* 
Educational Status in this instance has reference to the number of 
years each individual has spent in formal education* 3he number of years 
of formal education possessed by a person often has an important and sig¬ 
nificant bearing on the individual's status* 
Community participation has reference to the role of the individual 
and the part shared in the community life* 
^Lasoh, op. oit*, p* 267. 
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There are seven housing projects under the supervision of the Bousing 
Authority of New Orleans. The approximate population of these projects 
is 24,000 or 28,000 people. The Housing Authority of New Orleans sets up 
a table whioh gives an analysis of the various types of problems presented 
in these communities. 
Table 8 
COMPARISON OF TYPES OF FAMILY PROBLEMS BY NUMBER AND PER CENT 
FOR WHITE AND NEGRO PUBLIC BOUSING PROJECTS 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, 1946* 





Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Family problems 188 100.0 399 100.0 587 100.0 
Financial 46 25.5 42 10.5 88 14.9 
Management 88 47.1 307 76.8 395 67.2 
Household disoord 11 5.1 34 8.5 45 7.8 
Health 43 22.2 16 3.9 59 10.0 
Community problems 68 100.0 52 100.0 120 100.0 
Between neighbors 27 39.4 22 42.3 49 40.8 
Children* s behavior 18 26.4 17 33.7 35 28.9 
Adults* behavior 23 33.8 13 1 23.7 36 30.2 
♦From the "Report of the Housing Authority of New Orleans, Le*" 
September 30, 1946. 
Table 8 indicates the types of family problems by number and per cent 
fbr white and Negro publio housing projects in the city of New Orleans for 
1946. For all of the housing projects in the city, during the year of 
1946, there were only 42 cases on record for Negro families and 46 for 
white families which indicated financial problems. In problems of house¬ 
hold discord for all of the projects, there were only 45 cases on record. 
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In the oommunity problems, arising from difficulties between nei^ibors, 
children's behavior, and adults' behavior, there was a total of 120 cases 
on reoord. 
Die greatest number of problems arose within the individual family. 
For the white families 25.5 per cent of the family problems were financial 
and for the Negro families 10.5 per cent were financial; 47.1 per cent of 
the family problems for whites consisted of management problems while 76.8 
per oent of family problems for Negroes were management problems. However, 
among the white and Negro families, the per oent of problems in health for 
whites was 22.2 per cent as contrasted with 3.9 per oent for Negroes. 
This seems to be significant of mobility. That is, the comparatively low 
figures for Negroes in health problems. This further indicates that good 
health conditions^ are concomitant with public housing and consequently 
there is some effect on the upward movement of families who had formerly 
lived in substandard shelter. 
Among the oommunity problems reported for disputes arising between 
neighbors, there were 27 oases or 39.4 per cent for whites and 22 or 42.3 
per cent for Negroes. Of oases which were the result of disputes arising 
from children's behavior, 18 or 26.4 per cent were among whites and 17 or 
33.7 were among Negroes. However, problems arising as a result of adults' 
behavior, 23 oases or 33.8 per oent were reported for whites and 13 cases 
or 23.7 per cent were reported for Negroes. 
^"In a survey made by the New Orleans Tuberculosis Association, in a 
slum area among Negroes, in 1946, it was found that out of 15,500 cases 
5.7 per oent or 863 cases were reported as having active tuberculosis. 
After touring the Lafitte Housing Project in the X-Ray mobile for three 
days in 1946 three oases were, found. 
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These data indicate a considerable amount of social control and order. 
As indicated previously, Table 9 represents oases on record for a popula¬ 
tion of approximately 24,000 to 28,000 people in 1946 who are members of 
low income families. These data are further supported by information 
given to the investigator concerning community problems in the Lafitte Hous¬ 
ing Project. One informant^- stated that: 
This community living has helped and taught people living 
together how to oooperate and live orderly. Excellent recrea¬ 
tional facilities have had a great part in helping to prevent 
juvenile problems. There is a strong feeling of personal rela¬ 
tionship among tenants. However, many of the tenants of this 
project were former site tenants. 
The investigator questioned the large number of management problems that 
are seen in Table 9. These disproportionate problems can be explained by 
the fact thats^ 
A noticeable increase in management problems is obvious. 
This is mainly due to the increase of referrals of chronic 
delinquents and of tenants who do not meet the housekeeping 
standards. 
The records of the managements office listed only three cases of "so¬ 
cial problems" in the group of 60 families studied. A sooial problem may 
be inter- or ihtra-family. It is neoessary for the officers of the law to 
settle disputes in this community only in emergencies and in oases involv¬ 
ing violenoe. Most misunderstandings are settled by •the Manager and the 
Tenants-Relati on Adviser's offices. 
The management of the Lafitte Housing Pro jeot maintains a staff whioh 
sponsors and encourages the development of dubs and organizations among 
^Interview with Mrs. G. K. Allen, Assistant Tenants-Relation Adviser 
(Housing Authority, New Orleans, Louisiana, July 22, 1947). g 
"Report of the Housing Authority of New Orleans" (September 30, 
1946), p. 41. 
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the individuals of this housing community. This staff is composed mainly 
of volunteer workers or tenants of the housing projeot. It was pointed 
out previously that prior to the development of the Lafitte Housing commun¬ 
ity, there were few organizations. Since the development of this community 
has taken place, many phases of the social life of the community have been 
organized and developed through the efforts of the tenants and the admin¬ 
istration*^- 
Table 9 
TOTAL NUMBER AND PER CENT OF POPULATION PARTICIPATING 
IN PROJECT PROGRAM BY AGE GROUPS, SEX AND TYPES 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, 1947 
Types Number of persons participating 
of Groups 8-16 Adults Groups iotal 
Organizations Boys Girls Men Women 1-7 yrs. Total Ibpulation 
Projeot volunteers Ml 9 9 
Mother's club - - - 7 - 7 
Father's club - - 4 - - 4 
Boy's organization 7 - 1 - - 8 
Girl's organization - 8 - - - 8 
Civio association - - 1 1 - 2 
Credit union - - 16 5 . - 21 
Music club 1 mm - 1 - 2 
Nursery, etc. - - - - 14 14 
Bridge club - mm M 3 - 3 
Athletio 1 - 2 - mm 3 
Total 9 8 24 26 14 81 260 
Per cent 3.4 3.0 9.0 10.0 5.0 31.1 31.1 
Table 9 indicates the total number and per cent of population partici¬ 
pating in the project program, by age groups and types of organizations in 
1947* In 1947 there were, of the 260 persons, nine boys participating in 
Interview with Mr. H. H. Dusuau, Manager (Lafitte Housing Project, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, July 22, 1947). 
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organizations in the community» This represented 3.4 per cent of the en¬ 
tire population. 
3he men and women represented the largest number of participants in 
community activities. There were 24 men and 26 women. For the men, this 
constituted 9.0 per cent of the population, and for the women, it was 10.0 
per cent of the population. The lowest per cent of participants was found 
among the girls. There were only eight girls taking part in community 
activities. They represented 3.0 per cent of the population of the 260 
persons. 
In 1947i 49.9 per cent of the members of these 60 families were affi¬ 
liated with organizations outside of those sponsored by the housing pro¬ 
ject. On the other hand, 31.1 per cent of them were affiliated with organi¬ 
zations sponsored by the housing project. 
Hie largest participation in community activities by these 60 families 
was in the credit union and the nursery. The former may indicate a new 
interest in thrift and economy. Ihe number of children who attended the 
nursery represented 31 per cent of the children under seven years of age. 
An apparent low interest in the civic affairs of the community was 
indicated. In the civio association, there were only four men and nine 
women participating. Participation in cultural organizations was also small. 
Only one boy and one woman participated in the music club and three women 
in a bridge club. Participation in athletics was also small. It was indi¬ 
cated that only one boy, two men, no women, and no girls were taking part 
in the athletic program of the community. 
The participation in these various organizations may seem to have 
been limited, but when compared with the organizational life of these same 
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families from 1937 to 1941, evidenoe was shown whioh indicated an improve¬ 
ment in their organizational life and community particiaption. 
Table 10 
TO ML NUMBER AND PER CENT OF CHILD RESIDENTS 
ATTENDING SCHOOL IN 1937, 1941, 1944, and 1947 
Year 
Total 
Number of Children 
Children in sohool 
Number Per Cent 
1937 60 29 48.3 
1941 92 64 69.5 
1944 112 74 66.0 
1947 136 95 75.8 
Table 10 indicates the total number of children of 60 families and 
the total number and per cent attending school from 1937 to 1947 of the 
Lafitte Housing Project in New Orleans. Die total number of children of 
these 60 families in 1937, from one to 20 years of age, was 60. Twenty 
nine or 48.3 per oent of these children were attending school. In 1941, 
fbud years later, there were 92 children and 69.5 per cent were attending 
school. In 1944, three years later, there were 112 ohlldren and a total 
of 66 per oent was attending school. In 1947 there were 136 children and 
75.8 per cent attending school. It might be pointed out at this point 
that as the employed among these families ascended in the occupational 
scale, the number of children attending school among these families also 
increased. 
In 1937 almost half of the children were attending school. In 1941 
the number of children attending sohool increased from 48.3 per cent in 
1937 to 69.5 per cent of the total number of children. It was in 1941 
that 30 of these families moved into the housing project. There was also 
Table 11 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL YEARS SPENT IN SCHOOL FOR 13 6 PERSONS 
IN GROUP I, BY AGE GROUPS AND PER CENT OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1947* 
AGE 
GROUP Number of years spent in school for 136 persons 
Per Cent of 
Total 
0 3 4 
— 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Toted 
UNDER 
1- Yr. 3 3 2.2 
1-10 24 4 3 2 4 3 40 29.4 
11-20 m, 3 2 2 3 4 3 3 3 1 24 17.6 
21-30 4 1 5 5 2 2 19 13.9 
31-40 1 1 1 3 4 3 2 3 5 3 26 19.1 
41-50 tm 1 1 1 2 4 1 1 2 13 9.5 
51-60 1 1 1 » 1 1 •• 5 3.6 
And 
61.Qvei w 1 1 1 1 «a - 2 6 4.3 




Total 19.7 3.6 2.7 3.6 5.2 6.4 4.3 9.5 8.0 6.6 10.2 11.0 3.6 4.3 1.3 100 100 
*8.8 - Per cent completed grammar school. 
11.2 - Per cent completed high school. 
1.4 - Per cent completed college. 
8.5 - Mean average years schooling in Group I. 
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a parallel inorease in the incomes of these families. In 1944 there was 
an increase of 20 children over 1941, but a deorease of 3.5 per cent in 
the number of children who was attending school. In 1944 the 30 families 
in Group II moved into the project and there was a parallel decrease in 
the incomes among both groups of families. However, in 1947, there was an 
increase of only 24 ohildren over 1944, and at the same time there was an 
inorease of 9.8 per cent in the number of children, from age one through 
20, who were attending school. In 1947 there was also a decline in in¬ 
comes. In 1947 the per cent of children attending school was the largest 
in ten years. Data indicated also a decline in incomes. 
One of the factors having a significant bearing on the evaluation of 
community life is the quality of population. The educational status as it 
was indicated is one of the factors which is important in determining the 
quality of the population. 
Thus Table 11 shows a frequency distribution of the total years spent 
in school fbr 136 persons in Group I, by age groups and per oent of total 
population, 1947. In Group I, 8.8 per cent of the individuals completed 
the grammar school or its equivalent* 11.2 per oent of them completed high 
school or its equivalent* 1.4 per cent completed college. It was further 
found that the average number of years spent in school was 8.5. 
Table 12 shows a frequency distribution of the total years spent in 
school for 124 persons in Group II, by âge groups and per oent of total 
population, 1947. In Group II, 14.8 per cent of the persons completed the 
grammar sohool or its equivalent* 6.2 per cent of these individuals com¬ 
pleted high sohool or its equivalent* no individual completed college or 
its equivalent.' In this group of families the average number of years 
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spent in school was 7.0. It must be kept in mind that their tenure in the 
publio housing project began in 1944, three years after the families in 
Group I. 
It seems, from data shown in Tables 11 and 12, that in the age group 
11 to 20 a larger number of persons remained in school longer than those 
in other age groups had remained in the past. In the age group 11 to 20 
were children or persons who had been in the Lafitte Housing Community 
since 1941 and 1944 and are now attending or have attended school since 
their residence in this community. It has been shown in Table 10 that the 
per cent of children attending sahool increased consistently from 1937 to 
1947. It was also shown that,, although the inoome of all families .de¬ 
creased in 1944, the per cent of children attending school continued to in¬ 
crease. These data further indioate that the families in Group I attained 
a higher average fbr the number of years spent in school than the families 
in Group II. Moreover, 11.2 per cent of the individuals in Group I com¬ 
pleted high school or its equivalent, and 1.4 per cent completed college 
or its equivalent; whereas 14.8 per oent of the individuals in Group II 
completed grammar sdhool, 6.2 per cent completed high school and no one 
completed college. Thus, it would seem that this phenomena has been con¬ 
comitant with low oost publio housing and the apparent effeot upon the up¬ 
ward mobility of these families, educationally, has been greatest upon those 
families with the longest tenure. 
Another factor of importance in attempting to evaluate the quality of 
population is its economio status. In data previously presented, the oc¬ 
cupational mobility and status of these families was indicated.^ However, 
Î 
See Tables 1 and 2. 
Table 12 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL YEARS SPENT IN SCHOOL FOR 124 PERSONS IN 
GROUP II, BY AGE ŒIOUPS AND PER CENT OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1947* 
AGE 
GROUP Number of years spent in sohool for 124 persons 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Total 
UNDER 
1- Yr. 3 3 2.1 
1-10 15 4 6 4 6 3 38 30.5 
11-20 •a 2 4 5 7 1 5 2 2 28 22.5 
21-30 a. m 2 1 3 1 1 «a a. a a. 8 6.4 
31-40 a. •a 1 1 a. 1 1 10 3 1 6 24 19.3 
41-50 a. a. a* 3 3 1 2 2 «a a. 1 .a 9 7.2 
51-60 _ - 2 1 3 2 1 a. mm a 9 7.2 
Md 
60 O-ver a. 1 1 1 1 1 mm 5 4.5 








*14.8 - Per cent completed grammar school. 
6.2 - Per cent completed high sohool. 
- No one completed college in Group II. 
7.0 - Mean average years schooling in Group II. 
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there was a number of persons in these 60 families, from 1937 to 1947, 
who was not able to olaim any oooupational status, due to the fact that 
they were not gainfully employed beoause of some physioal incapacities 
or to a lack of employment. However, due to the recent development of 
public subsidies these persons were receiving eoonomio support. Conse¬ 
quently these data provide further information on the eoonomio life and 
Table 13 
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS IN GROUPS I AND II WHO RECEIVED ECONOMIC 
SUBSIDIES INCLUDING DIRECT RELIEF, W. P. A., G. I. BENEFITS, 
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE, VETERANS AND SURVIVORS PENSIONS 
FROM 1937 TO 1947 
Year 
Ttypes of relief received 








1937 8 9 ' 1 1 19 
1938 7 8 - - 1 1 17 
1939 5 6 - - 1 1 13 
1940 5 3 a» mm 1 1 10 
1941 5 1 - - 1 2 9 
1942 5 - - - 1 2 8 
1943 5 mm - - 2 2 9 
1944 6 - mm - 2 2 10 
1945 5 W» - - 2 2 9 
1946 6 - - 2 2 2 12 
1947 6 - 4 1 3 2 16 
mobility of these families. These data may not be very effective in 
showing social mobility, but they do support the data previously pre¬ 
sented in this study. 
Table 13 shows the number of persons in 60 families who received 
some type of eoonomio subsidy from 1937 to 1947. These persons have 
been listed according to the kind of relief or subsidy received. The 
subsidies have been classified as followsi Direct, W.P.A., G.I. benefits, 
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unemployment insurance, and types of pensions* In 1937 there was a 
total of 19 persons receiving some type of subsidy* In 1938 this number 
decreased to 17, and in 1942, the number of individuals receiving subsi¬ 
dies increased from nine in 1945 to 16 in 1947. This was a decrease as 
compared with 1937* Between 1941 and 1946 the total number of dependents 
decreased as low as eight in 1942. In 1947 however, the number rose 
again to 16. Three of these persons received pensions as veterans and 
two reoeived pensions from "survivors insurance" from deoeased husbands. 
During the 30’ s many of these individuals were employable but due to the 
economic crisis they were unable to obtain employment. Therefore they 
were being subsidized by the Federal Government through W.P.A* and emer¬ 
gency relief. 
These data suggest that the social welfare program has increased to 
give support to those persons who cannot be gainfully employed or are in 
need of public assistance in a somewhat respectful manner. In this way 
they are helped to feel more a part of the community in which they reside. 
It was shown here that the sooial adjustment of these families has, 
in all probability, improved since their tenure in the public housing com¬ 
munity. Data received from the Housing Authority and the manager's office, 
statements from the administrators, all indicate that there is harmony and 
sooial cohesion among these people. 
Die data presented in this chapter indioate that there is a relation¬ 
ship between the conmunity life and social mobility of low income families 
and low cost public housing. It was found that the number of social prob¬ 
lems arising between the individuals of the 60 families revealed only 
three oases listed as sooial problems. It was further intimated that the 
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degree of law enforcement from outside authorities was limited; most dif¬ 
ficulties were settled by the administration** 
Records of the Housing Authority of New Orleans, Louisiana revealed 
some light on the sooial control and social adjustment among the oocupants 
of low cost public housing* It was pointed out that in a population of 
24.000 to 28,000 persons inhabiting low-oost public homes the reported 
problems in 1946 were comparatively few* The total number of family prob¬ 
lems, 67*2 per cent was listed under management* These persons had to be 
approached by the management because of poor housekeeping and property 
damage* Most of these oases were considered ohronio. Of the community 
40.8 per cent was the result of disputes arising between neighbors* The 
total number of persons participating in community activities was 81 or 
31.1 per cent of the total population. 
In the educational status of the families in Groups I and II it was 
shown that among the families in Group I, the average number of years 
spent in school was higher than that for families in Group II. It was 
also indicated that a larger per cent of the persons completed high school 
and college than in Group IIj no one completed college in Group II* How¬ 
ever, considerable mobility was shown in both Groups I and II. From the 
data presented here it might be further inferred that, aside from other 
faotors, there is an influence of low-oost housing on the community life 
of low inoome families and their upward mobility* 
Interviews with Mr* H* H* Du su au, Manager, and Mrs* Georgia E* 
Allen, Tenants-Relation Adviser (Lafitte Housing Projeot, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, July 25, 1947), 
CHAPTER IV 
CHANGES IN ATTITUDES AS INDICES OF MOBILITY 
The families were asked, during the interview, to give its point of 
view or opinion about living in the housing project. The families were also 
asked whether or not they felt that living in this community had benefited 
them socially and economically. These questions were asked the residents 
to determine whether their attitudes had ohanged since they moved into the 
publio housing community. 
These data give support and insight on the previous data which were 
presented in this study. They indicated how the individual felt about 
socio-economic mobility in occupational ambitions, social adjustment, co¬ 
hesion among his neighbors, and desires for social status. Through the 
statements given by the residents, it was found that a number of these peo¬ 
ple had developed socio-economic ambitions and desires to move up the social 
ladder, to improve their economic position, and a desire for harmonious 
community living. It was also found that some of these people's attitude 
was negative toward their community life. 
Many of the statements obtained were similar. That is, they carried 
the same meaning and repetition began to appear in the interviews. There¬ 
fore, the statements presented in this chapter were representative of the 
interviews taken from the entire group of 60 families. As previously men¬ 
tioned, these interviews were centered around the tenants*s attitudes to¬ 
ward their socio-economic mobility, desire for social status, social ad¬ 
justment, and community participation. One family who moved into the hous¬ 
ing project in 1941 had previously lived in the community which was the 
former site of the housing development. The cultural background of this 
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family was Creole. The husband and wife had previously been lottery ven¬ 
dors. They had six children. Five of these children were of school age 
and only two of them were attending school in 1942. The following informa¬ 
tion was given to the investigator: 
Yes mister, we lived here before the slums was started (by slums 
this person had reference to the housing development). In fact I 
was born in this neighborhood, but my husband came from downtown. 
His family never did like me that's why I would never agree to move 
downtown where they lived. Furthermore, all of my friends lived up 
here in St. Peter Claver Parish. Being kind of close to church and 
my friends was pretty nice. 
The house we were living in was nothing as nice as these houses 
are. The truth i3 you can't even compare them. I always wanted a 
nice house with pretty furniture and things. For a long time my 
husband and I planned to buy our own home but we never could get 
enough money for that. You see when we married in 1934 my husband 
was a porter for Kress. Well after we were married for a year he 
lost this job and started selling lottery. I sure hated that be¬ 
cause people don't think so nice of you when you are a lottery ven¬ 
dor. But my husband always said he couldn't find anything else. 
Just the same I felt that selling lottery was easier than anything 
else he could find. After a while I started selling lottery too 
since he couldn't make enough to support us and our children. Well 
when they started to build the (housing project) slums, we had to 
find some place to live. Houses were hard to find but we managed 
to get two rooms back in a yard. Lordi mister, I was never so misera¬ 
ble in all my life as I was when I moved in that yard on North Vil- 
lere Street. I thought the neighborhood and house where we were 
living before were bad enough, but I told my husband if we didn't 
hurry up and get out of that place I would go mad. There was one 
toilet and one water farcet and there were five families who had 
to use them. The little boys eight and nine years old use to 
smoke muggles (a kind of dope used in cigaretts). My two little 
boys were coming along and I prayed that they wouldn't get mixed 
up with those kids. Besides all' of this, the neighbors were pretty 
fussy and disagreeable. There was always some woman squabbling 
with another one about her man or if it wasn't that it was about 
somebody that left the gate open or left the water or the toilet 
running. Once I was almost tempted to accept an offer made by my 
husband's mother to move in with them. 
After a year and a half living here the slums (housing project) 
was finished. I told my husband that I was going to see if we 
could get one of the apartments in the project. I went to the 
office and they took my application and two days later a man went 
to the house where I was living to see if I needed a house. After 
I told him how things were around there he said I wouldn't have 
any trouble getting an apartment. I was so glad that we were 
going to get a new house. After we moved into the project it was 
so nice and clean and new I felt ashamed of the old pieces of 
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furniture we had. Everybody who was moving in the project 
seemed to be buying new furniture. I went to see two of my 
friends who had moved into the project and they had bought 
new living room sets and bed room sets. It surely made me 
feel bad to know that I had all of that old delapidated fur¬ 
niture and their houses looked so nice. I kept telling my 
husband how much I wanted a parlor set but he always told me 
we oouldn't afford any on what he was making. My two oldest 
boys had missed a whole year in- school because they didn't 
have enough clothes or shoes. It always worried me to think 
of what people were saying about my children being out of 
school. All of the kids in the neighborhood were in school 
and mine were not. 
Well my husband began to think about these things too 
and one day he told me he was giving up the lottery because 
he had gotten a job working for a bag company driving a truck. 
It surely made me happy to hear this because at the time I 
was pregnant and had to stop working. I had stopped selling 
lottery and was doing days work, but now I wasn't able to go 
any longer. I was even happier when my husband told me that 
he was going to buy us a bed room set because he didn't want 
people coming in to see me in that old broken down bed. Well, 
everything seemed to go alright. We bought all of these 
things you see and they are all paid for now. My children 
are all in school and one of them wants to be a dootor. One 
of my little girls says she wants to be a nurse. I surely 
wish we will be able to send them to school long enough. My 
husband is a mechanic now and has a little place of his own. 
You see he became a mechanic's helper after he left the bag 
company and learned enough to open his own shop and fix cars. 
He and his cousin are working together. He's talking about 
buying his own place where he can have his shop and we can 
live there too. 
I feel like living in the housing project has done a lot 
for us. When you have a nice comfortable, clean, convenient, 
home it really makes you feel fine and want to do a lot of 
things and ha-ve things that other people have. This is really 
a nice place to rear your children because the kids around 
here are nice kids. Most of the people are pretty nice too. 
Some of them are kind of disagreeable , but on a whole we all 
get along pretty well. The lady downstairs and I had some 
words about the children and we don't have anything to do with 
each other. But when she has sickness I always go down thére. 
te see if there's anything I can do and she does the same for 
me. Otherwise we don't have anything much to say to each other. 
I found out that she was touchy about things so I made the 
children stay off her side of the yard and I keep to myself. 
Another family who moved into the housing project in 1944 had formerly 
lived in the uptown section of New Orleans known as Carrollton. This fam¬ 
ily's religious background was Baptist. They didn't know very much about 
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Creole people other than what had been told to them by others prior to 
their residence in the Lafitte Housing Projeot. However, after moving 
from the slum area in which they lived adjustment seems to have been al¬ 
most simultaneously. 
My husband and I moved to New Orleans in 1937. The only 
plaoe we could find a house was up in Carrollton. My husband 
didn't like the place at all but we just couldn't do any better. 
We only had two rooms and with two little children, it was 
really inconvenient. 
In 1941 my husband volunteered for the army. During this 
time I tried to get an apartment in the Magnolia Project because 
where we were living I was always afraid that someone would break 
into our house and do some harm to me or our children. Further¬ 
more, that place was cold in the wintertime and you could never 
get it warm. Everything was inconvenient. Aside from this there 
were certain things we wanted to do that were impossible. When 
we were living in Convent we use invite our friends over for dinner 
and they would invite us from time to time. But since we have 
been living here we have been invited out. You get tired of being 
invited out to other people's home and you can never invite them 
to your home because you are ashamed of it. It means a lot to have 
a nice home. 
We moved here to the city because my husband said he couldn't 
get anywhere as long as we stayed in Convent (a rural town in North 
Louisiana). Y*rell sometimes when we were living in Carrollton in 
that old flat I use to wish that we had never left our house in the 
country. You see my husband and I like to have our friends come 
around and entertain them. Before he went to the army he wanted to 
join a social and pleasure club but what was the use, he could never 
entertain his club members because that place where we were living 
then was unfit for us to even live in. 
In 1943 my husband was injured in the army and he was discharged. 
Ytfhen he came back home he made an application for a house and I 
suppose since I was going to have another baby and he was a disabled 
veteran; all of this probably helped us to get an apartment. I wanted 
an apartment in the Magnolia Project but the Housing Authority told 
us that the apartment available then was in the Lafitte Project. I 
didn't want to move down there because I had heard that those Cre¬ 
oles living down there didn't like you if you weren't bright and 
didn't belong to the Catholic church. Well, since we moved here I 
haven't had any trouble with anybody. As a matter of fact, these 
people are much nicer than the people were where we were living. 
They are respectable and don't bother with your affairs. My hus¬ 
band was invited to join one of the social clubs in the neighbor¬ 
hood and he likes living down here. He is even thinking about be¬ 
coming Catholic and wants me and the children to become Catholic 
too. I suppose I will because all of our friends around here are 
Catholic. I have been to church with some of them at times and I 
like it. 
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My husband is in college now on the G,I. Bill and he keeps 
books for three grocer stores to help him increase his G.I. 
subsistence. It's pretty hard to live on $90.00 a month you 
know and he insists that I remain home and take care of the 
children. You know, he was a bookkeeper in the army. He says 
as soon as he finishes he wants to study law. I hope he will 
be able to do this because I think he will make a good lawyer. 
He likes to talk about everything. 
The preceding statements revealed the ambitions and desires of these 
families to climb up the social ladder. There were the expressed desires 
for respectability and recognition by others of the community. Many of 
these families changed their means of earning a livelihood and consequently 
asoended the occupational and economic scale. It seems, from the attitudes 
of these people, that low cost public housing and this upward mobility were 
concomitant. 
Statements from other persons shed some light on the attitudes, wishes 
and desires of these people for a change in their socio-economic situation. 
A tenant was asked if she thought her situation economically and 
sooially had been improved any since her family occupied an apartment in 
the public housing community. She replied: 
I have always had a very comfortable home. However, there's 
something about the housing project and life in it which makes a 
person feel very responsible and community minded. Your interests 
becomes the community interest. In my estimation, I have profited 
by the low cost housing here. 
Yïe have had some minor difficulties with neighbors but it was 
never serious enough to take the matter to the Manager. Things 
were settled more or less between us and always an understanding 
was reached. Once a neighbor wanted to make serious trouble, but 
fortunately she had to move because of some previous complaints. 
I feel that living in the project has really helped to improve 
our standard of living. On our low income we couldn’t lrve as well 
as we do. I would hate to have to ever move away from here. I 
feel as though I have learned what real community life means since 
I have been here. My husband and I participate in many of the acti¬ 
vities that we have here. One feels more like a human being living 
here. 
Another tenant pointed out that she felt that living in this housing 
project had been an advantage to her socially and economically. 
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She felt that the community provided more than just adequate shelter, be¬ 
cause as she indicated: 
We were living very well, then my first husband and I 
separated. After that I had a very difficult time trying to 
take care of myself and my children. Later we moved into the 
the project and things began to change for me. Through the assis¬ 
tance of the administration, I was able to secure aid for my 
children and a little part time work. I put my children in the 
project nursery and during the day while I am away from home from 
home they are taken care of. They seem to like it very much. I 
am married again now and I hope I will never have to move away 
from here for it has meant a lot to me. 
One young mother with two daughters to support was receiving relief as 
a dependent mother. She remarked: 
We moved into the housing project shortly after my husband 
died. We have been very happy here. Never before have we had 
such a fine house and the neighborhood and community life is 
fine. It's so much better than where we lived before. The 
people in this place seem to be decent. It makes you feel so 
good when you live among good people. 
However, it was observed by another per son, a dependent mother with 
five children to support, that: 
...The project is fine but it is inconvenient for a per¬ 
son with small children. You have to watch them all of the 
time. Otherwise, the conveniences here are fine. The community 
living is also very nice. I had a little trouble with a neighbor 
but it was straightened out by the Tenants-Relations Adviser. 
This person had previously lived in this community, before the develop¬ 
ment of the housing project, in two rooms and a kitchen. The family at that 
time consisted of seven persons including her husband who had since died. 
There was only one water hydrant to take care of six families and only one 
toilet. Nevertheless, she seemed to find her new residence, which consis¬ 
ted of three bedrooms, kitchen, living room, bath, porch, hot and cold water, 
and frigidaire and gas stove all furnished, inconvenient. 
One person informed the interviewer that he felt: 
...that a nice comfortable home encouraged me to improve 
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my method of earning a living. Living here in the project 
among other people with nioe fhrnishings caused my family 
to want the same thing. Thus, I had to have sufficient money 
to give them these things. 
This man had formerly been employed as a porter. During the war years 
he became interested in sheet metal work. At the time of this interview, he 
was employed as a sheet metal worker in one of the larger sheet metal shops 
in New Orleans. 
Some of the residents were asked to make a brief statement comparing 
their present neighborhood in the housing project with the neighborhood they 
previously lived in. One person felt thats 
Living here has helped me and my family to have many little 
things we wanted, better food, nicer furniture and other things. 
We like this community much better than the one we previously 
lived in. The community life is much better than the previous 
community. Decent recreation is provided for all of us. My wife 
and I play bridge over at the community center several times dur¬ 
ing the month and my children take part in the activities for the 
youngsters. Furthermore, people have learned how to live with and 
among each other. 
Another resident stated: 
I have lived one-hundred per cent better here than any other 
place. I like the community more than any place I have ever lived 
before, and you can put that in capital letters. We have lived 
here but four years, but my only regret is that I was not able to 
get a unit from the very beginning. The neighborhood is so fine 
to rear my children. The church and school are close to the neigh¬ 
borhood. This adds to the convenience of the community. 
However, it must not be assumed that all of the persons interviewed 
shared the same attitude as those already discussed. As previously indica¬ 
ted in one case some were not sure, others indifferent, and in some cases 
the people were dissatisfied. 
One individual, when requested to make some remark as to how she felt 
about living in the housing project stated: 
We would like to find a new place to move. The rent is too 
high; plus that you always have to pay some damn utility bill. 
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The income of this family had almost doubled during the years of residence 
in the housing community, and the utility bill she had reference to has 
been discussed in a previous chapter. The bill for the second quarter of 
1947 amounted to $2.08. 
Another person casually remarkedi 
Living here is alright, but the rent is too high and some of 
the neighbors are not so nice. 
However, in the same statement she admitted that she had acquired some 
things, which previously, she did not have and also indicated that the neigh¬ 
borhood she had previously lived in, she had some difficulties with neighbors 
about the children. When this resident's record was investigated it was 
found that she was listed as one of the "social problem" cases. 
Another person protested against living in the housing community be¬ 
cause : 
I would like to find a new place to live. The housing project 
is very fine. I like it so does my husband, but we have little 
ohildren and I don’t want them coming up playing with all kinds of 
children. In this place (meaning the housing project), you can’t 
keep your children penned in all of the time. So I would like to 
find a place where they could play to themselves. 
This statement revealed that the interviewee was seeking status. By 
preventing her children from playing with the others of the community might 
show distinction. However, it might also be pointed out that this indivi¬ 
dual had not adjusted well to the community. 
Although there were some families who ga-ve responses like those above, 
on a whole, the 60 families that were studied and interviewed are satisfied 
with their environment and they felt that the community had been an asset 
to their socio-economic life, and that people really learned how to live 
with and among each other with a considerable amount of unity and cohesion. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY 
The purpose and significance of this study as discussed in the opening 
chapter were to attempt to get an understanding of the nature of sooio-eoo- 
nomio mobility among the 60 families studied in the Lafitte Public Housing 
Projeot from 1937 to 1947, It was a further purpose to try and understand 
something about the social interaction among these 60 families through social 
* 
adjustment, community participation in organizations sponsored by the housing 
project, educational status, and social control. The factors observed and 
studied in their socio-economic mobility were* occupational, organizational 
and religious mobility, income, and the number of eleotrioal applianoes pos¬ 
sessed by these 60 families. 
It was also indicated that this study was significant because the study 
of families in relationship to their housing conditions is important to soci¬ 
ology, and sociology in turn can contribute something to it. 
Therefore, in summarizing this study, it is the intention at this point 
to present the findings and some of the conclusions derived from analysis of 
the data that were presented. Die findings of the investigation were as 
followss 
Hie data presented suggested that low cost public housing and socio-eco¬ 
nomic mobility of low income families seem to be oorrelative. It was found 
that in the occupational trends there was a tendency for persons in the un¬ 
skilled group to move up into the higher soales of employment, the semiskilled, 
skilled, clerical and professional groups. 
Data pertaining to organizational affiliation and religious status indi¬ 
cate that the 60 families studied in the Lafitte Public Housing Projeot were 
affected and influenced by the community. The participation in organizational 
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life increased during the years these families lived in the project» The re¬ 
ligious status of these families was affected and it would seem that the in¬ 
fluence of the community, whioh apparently, was predominantly Catholic, was 
most important in influencing the religious status of these families. 
It was fbund th&t the participation in community activities among the 60 
families, through interviews and a statistical analysis, was much greater than 
prior to their tenure in the housing project. Interviews also revealed that 
these people* s attitudes, socially and economically, had changed from a kind 
of socio-economic passiveness to a social community mindedness and eoonomio 
ambition. 
The educational status of the families also seems to have improved since 
their residence in the housing project. It was indicated that a larger number 
of children have been in school among these families since they moved into the 
public housing community. 
Data suggested that the social welfare program has increased to give sup¬ 
port to these persons who oannot be gainfully employed or are in need of pub¬ 
lic assistance. 
The social adjustment of these families ha3 improved since their tenure 
in the public housing community. Data received from the Housing Authority 
and Manager* s office, statements from the administrators, all indicate that 
there is harmony and social oohesion among these families. 
Prior to the tenure of these families in the Lafitte Public Housing Pro¬ 
ject, data and information obtained from the records of the Housing Authority 
revealed that the housing oooupied by.;the families studied was inadequate and 
substandard. In some instances these people had not experienced the use of 
gas or electricity and in some cases not even running water in their homes. 
Some of them had never owned any type of electrical appliances or any of the 
72 
conveniences considered essential to adequate modem housing* Modem public 
housing has made all of these facilities accessible to them. Futhermore many 
of these persons have been inspired to obtain higher types of employment in 
the semiskilled, skilled, and even the professional groups* 
In 1941 the minimum rent was $8.25 and the maximum was $22*00» However, 
at the time this study was made (Summer, 1947) the minimum rent for admission 
was still $8.25 and the maxium $22.00» There were families who had moved in¬ 
to the project in 1941 and 1944 who were now paying as much as $60.00" rent 
per month. This indicated that the change of income among some of them had 
brought about upward mobility and consequently a further division in the class 
strata of the community. Some persons were even desirous of moving out of the 
housing project in order to become home owners, others had aotually purchased 
homes of their own. Many of these families had previously been slum dwellers 
and it was claimed that they would never appreciate decent housing. Other 
families had been salvaged who had previously been up in the social soale* 
Hiey had formerly been property owners and might have been placed in the lower 
upper class or the lower middle olass. Due to adversity however, they had 
lost their holdings and were consequently reduced economically, to a lower 
class strata. Upon moving in this community, some of these persons suffered 
from some maladjustment or even disorganization because of the psychological 
barrier oreated by the communal aspect of life in the' community. However, 
many of these families, after living there for a number of years adjusted 
themselves to this new type of community life. However, the desire to move 
out of the project was expressed by others, because of this oommunal life. 
Individuals began to participate in social and pleasure clubs more in¬ 
stead of the benevolent organizations and lodges. Some of them joined the 
Masonic Order, Knights of Peter Claver and even some of the higher status 
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Carnival dubs* It was revealed through interviews with these people that 
taking part in this type of organizational life of the community, being able 
to prepare dinners and invite friends into a ’’decent" home all meant prestige 
and status* 
On the other hand some persons did not feel that they should pay the high 
rent required to live in the project* Many of them expressed the desire to 
move out because of this. Others felt that because of their children being 
exposed to other children of the community they would like to move* Some of 
them claimed that they could not get along with their neighbors or they didn’t 
like the idea of "managed housing*" It migjht even be pointed out here that 
in some instances the "slum mind" was not changed beoause there were cases 
where individuals attempted to commercialize on the apartment by operating 
asignation houses* 
However, based upon these findings it might be inferred that the upward 
mobility of families is concomitant with low cost public housing. 
Nevertheless, it is suggested here that in the clearance of slum areas, 
the construction of adequate housing will improve the site physioallyr but 
it has been pointed out in this work that a study of housing without taking 
into consideration the human factor has no value sociologically. There for?» 
if slum areas are to be eradicated, more than the improvement of housing is 
neoessary. That is, from the point of view of the human factor, the slum 
areas must be eradicated socially and psychologically. Data presented in 
this study, particularly the case material presented, indicate that low cost 
publio housing seems to have some sociological significance in accomplishing 
such an end* Through the use of such' artifacts as low cost publio housing 
the individual and family are able to have a larger share in their community 
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and the prevailing cultural activités and devices. Ihe development of public 
housing projects should be undertaken with consideration for all factors in¬ 
volved— so oial, psyohologioal, as well as physical. 
It may be suggested and proposed as a tentative hypothesis, therefore, 
that low cost public housing does have a definite place in the sooial struc¬ 
ture and is of utmost importance if the sooial and economic underprivileged 
families of a community are going to raise' the level of their living condi¬ 
tions and engage in fuller, more equalitarian interaction in the community 
of which they are a part. 
APPENDIX 
SCHEDULE 
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READ CAREFULLY! READ CAREFULLY! 
PLEASE CHECK ( ) IN THE COLUMNS BELOW, OPPOSITE EACH MEMBER OF THE 
FAMILY THE INFORMATION ASKED FOR ABOVE. CHECK ( ) WHETHER THE 
MEMBER IS MALE OR FEMALE. INDICATE BY NUMBER THE YEARS SPENT IN 
SCHOOL FOR EACH MEMBER OF THE FAMILY, APPROXIMATE AGES. INDICATE 
BY CÏÏFCKING ( ) THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOL.. IN THE LAST 
COLUMN PLEASE LIST THE ORGANIZATIONS THAT EACH MEMBER IS A MEMBER 
OF WHICH IS SPONSORED BY THE HOUSING PROJECT, THAT IS, MOTHER* S 








CHECK [ ) "oPPosITë [LIST IH THE SPACES 
CHILD NO. OF . BELOW THE ORGANI- 










IF NECESSARY, USE ADDITIONAL SHEET OF PAPER FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
AND ATTACH TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP! 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF NEW ORLEANS 
226 Carondelet Street 
New Orleans 12, Louisiana 
JUL 26 1947 
Dear Residents 
Mr. Charles Hatfield will spend some time at our 
project beginning Monday, July 28th. 
Mr. Hatfield has heard much of the very fine way 
in which you are taking advantage of the facilities afforded 
by the project community. He is greatly interested in meet¬ 
ing and knowing you. 
We ask that you give to him all possible coopera¬ 
tion and show him that spirit of friendliness for which La¬ 
fitte Project is known. 
Mr. Hatfield will have proper identification when 
he oalls to see you. 
Thank you for your kind attention in this matter’. 
(Signed) H» H. Dusuau  
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